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Treasurer: Ralph Crowther 
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Craig Chambers 
(714) 761-9245 
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Ralph Alder 
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       (949) 481-2821 

  Committees: 

Badges Len Musgrave 
(714) 532-4778 
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(714) 791-2720 

Mentor Chairman Jim Steinmetz 
(714) 842-8793 

Newsletter Ralph Alder 
(714) 544-4388 
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Nominations 
    & Elections 

Mike Neesley 
(714) 773-1683 

OC Fair Board Members 

Outside Displays OPEN 

Drawing Ruthe Ingram 
(714) 536-3624 

Refreshments Don Wolf 
(714) 533-7839 

Resources George Plummer 
(714) 540-4527 

Toys Bill Rogers 
(714) 637-2912 

Welcome/ 
    Membership 

Craig Chambers 
(714) 761-9245 

Workshops Mike Neesley 
(714) 773-1683 

A NEW DIRECTION 
by Doug Nowlin  

    Most of you probably know that 
I’ve been retired for  years.  As a 
matter of fact, I have retired twice 
from Boeing.  Somehow I just can’t 
seem to get the hang of not working 
at something…it just seems boring.  
When I first retired, my wife 
threatened to kill me every day for 
the first year, so I finally went back 
to work for Boeing.  They were 
astonished.  Why would you un-
retire?  To save my life, that’s why! 
 
     Recently Jim Anderson asked 
our club for a woodworker to come 
work for him.  None of the OCWA 
membership seemed interested, so I 

decided to belly up to the job.  It 
consists of making musical drums.  No, 
I don’t know anything about music or 
drums, but I do know that I’m having a 
good time playing with someone else’s 
wood and getting paid to do it!  You all 
should be jealous.  Here I am 
surrounded daily with round wood 
things and not one of them is turned!  
Go figure! 
 
     Most all of you know Jim Anderson 
as a wonderful supporter of our club.  
We are lucky to have him as a member.  
This last week he had surgery to clean 
out a carotid artery and now he’s back 
at work as any good Marine should be. 

     The deadline for all entries has 
come, and gone, and hopefully 
everyone got theirs in on time. As 
of this writing we have over Six 
Thousand dollars worth of cash, 
and prizes for the Industry Awards 
Program for our Fine Art 
Woodworking Show. 
 
     The staff of the Visual Arts 
Building, which is where the show is 
located, are interested in having a 
showcase featuring Antique 
Woodworking Tools, so I’m putting 
the word out that if anyone has 

some great Antique Tools, and 
wouldn’t mind loaning them to us for 
the show to please contact either Ed 
Straub, or myself. I think it will add 
another dimension to our show that 
wi l l  s t i r  the  cockles of any 
Woodworker’s heart. 
 
     We’re still in need of members to 
man both our booths at the Fair, so be 
sure to put your moniker in one of the 
available time slots on the Sign up 
Sheets that will be posted at our 
meeting. It’s a great way to make 
friends, and have a lot of fun.  

ORANGE COUNTY FAIR UPDATE 
          by James Santhon



 MAY PRESENTATION 

                                                                       by  Ed Smet 

 JUNE PRESENTATION   by Ed Smet 
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MARKETPLACE 

FOR SALE:  DEWALT 12 INCH COMPOUND MITER SAW  Model DW 705  Excellent condition $185  Call Mike 
Kamper—(949) 509-1044 

     Mark Bausman presented a very informative program on 
finishing.  He had  some photos for some of his “gems” like the green 
chest which was hiding beautiful veneers.  I can’t imagine why 
someone would do that to a beautiful piece of furniture.  He fielded 
many questions about finishing and gave some hints.  Thanks, Mark 
and I agree with your “stick with what works”.  For me it is Daly’s 
Seafin Teak Oil. 

     Kevin Paxton will discuss how he makes shutters.  He will bring some of 
his jigs to show how it is done. 

TOY WORKSHOP 
         by Bill Rogers 

    We had another toy making workshop on Saturday, 
May 7th, with 26 people participating.  It was a nice day 
with the temperature in the low 70's.  We worked on the 
heart boxes, with a lot of sanding, drilling and spraying, 
we were able to finish 135 and another 215 are partially 
done. 
 
    Jim Balestreri turned in another 75 pick-up trucks; he 
has made 200 toys already this year.  Harvey Carr gave us 
54 PT Cruisers and 36 delivery trucks, he has also made 
over 200 toys this year.  Dustin Crook made another 25 
music boxes out of cherry and maple....Beautiful!  Les 
Rogers took a bunch of toys that were in our ICU box 
and restored them back to good health. Paul McGhehey 
gave us over 300 toys including train whistles, log trucks, 
and his famous bus.  Burt Underwood showed us his 
new version of a military type helicopter, which will be a 
big hit with the boys.  Bob Buchanan showed us a 
rocking horse with a bear on it's back which he cut on his 
scroll saw from Teak...now there's a challenge!  Ed Smet 
made 27 beautiful small keepsake boxes and is working 
on more.   

Ed has also made 100 backboards for our basketball 
game. 
 
    Tom Polhamus, who is the backbone of our Toy 
Program, continues to spend endless hours cutting, 
drilling and sanding parts for our various toys to get them 
ready for our monthly workshops.  Thanks, Tom for a 
job well done.  
 
    We have about 30 members who are committed to 
making this program a success, and we really appreciate 
their support. 
 
    OUR NEXT TOY MAKING WORKSHOP WILL 
BE ON SATURDAY, JUNE 4th FROM 8:00AM 
UNTIL 12:00 NOON.  We will have a sign up sheet at 
our regular OCWA Meeting on Thursday night. 
 
Your Toy Committee, 
Bill Rogers, Tom Polhamus, Les Rogers, Don Wolf, 
Jerry Goran, Jim Balestreri and Greg Madrigal 
 

Mark Bausman describes his stain swatches 



WOODTURNERS SHAVINGS                         
                                                                                                                   by Craig Chambers 
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     We started off the busy month of May with an 
unforgettable demonstration by Andi Wolfe, a rising star 
in the international community of woodturning artists.  
Andi started by turning a relatively simple, but elegant, 
bowl from hornbeam.  She went on to demonstrate 
various surface enhancement techniques including texture 
and color.  After a fascinating multimedia presentation, 
she went on to 
a p p l y  f i r e , 
tex ture and 
color to create a 
c o l l a b o r a t i v e 
piece from a 
shallow bowl 
turned by Art 
F i t z p a t r i c k .  
This piece will 
be auctioned 
later in the year.  
A n d i  a l s o 
brought several 
examples of her 
work that were 
amazing indeed. 
We had about 
40 people in 
attendance and the feedback had been overwhelmingly 

positive. Once again, 
we are indebted to 
Joe Lomax of 
Austin Hardwoods 
for his support and 
to Jack & Diane 
Rolison for the great 
food. 

      

     The May meeting began our lidded form series.  Due 
to some scheduling issues, I’ve had to shift the program 
around.  So, if you were expecting me, you’ll just have to 
save the rotten fruit until later in the year. The first 
demonstration in the series featured Pete Carta turning 
hand chased threads.  This skill has been associated with 
only the most skilled turners. Pete took a lot of the 
mystery out of the process with his clear and interesting 
instructions for turning an acorn box.  He used several 
partial turnings so this somewhat lengthy process could 
still be condensed into a one-hour demo.  Everyone in 
attendance enjoyed the lively and humor filled 
presentation.  Pete left the pictured acorn box, turned  

 

from pink ivory, for one lucky member to enjoy.  

 

     The challenge for May was natural edge bowls. David 
Wade and Karan Gerber selected the winning entry from 
an array of impressive entries largely for the warm tactile 
response the bowl turned by Larry Martin gave them. I 
was tempted, for about one second, to make the next 

challenge a treaded box.  I suspect there wouldn’t have 
been many entries. Instead, next month’s challenge will 
be end grain lidded forms. Call it a box, a jar or 
whatever you want - just make sure it’s turned end grain 
and has a lid.  

      

     Next month’s demonstrator will be James Santhon 

doing the second and final presentation in the lidded forms 
series while standing in for me to facilitate the meeting. 

  

     We have scheduled another workshop at Lutheran High 
School of Orange County for June 25th.  The focus of this 
workshop will be both end grain and side grain boxes, in 
keeping with the current series. We will have mentors 
available to help you learn these satisfying projects.  Like 
last time, we will need several lathes and chucks.  The club 
will provide the wood and sand paper and friction polish. 
The cost is $15 to cover the cost of lunch and materials.  
The list is filling up quickly, so get your reservations in now 

 

     In coming months we will be doing turning 
demonstrations at the Orange County Fair and starting our 
segmented turning series with Dick Forman and Bruce 
Lewellyn. Keep your calendar open for another touring 
professional turner, Chris Stott on October 29th.  
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RECENT EVENTS 

A fine collection of exquisite turned objects. As the sign indicates, these were in the challenge...natural edge bowls.

Two of Christian Speidel’s fine sculptures 

Regretfully, I misplaced my notes and don’t know who created these.
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As the sign indicates, these were in the challenge...natural edge bowls. 

Regretfully, I misplaced my notes and don’t know who created these. 

Craig Chambers with one from his lidded box collection 

Unique segmented vessel by Dick Foreman 
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SHOW AND TELL 

     The Orange County Fair opens July 8, 2005 and runs 
through July 31, 2005. The Fair is closed on Mondays. 
There are twenty-one show days.   
  
     The Orange County Woodworkers Association has a 
booth in the Fine Arts building which will be open from 
10:00 AM to 9:00 PM.  Each booth day has been divided 
into three shifts, 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, 1:00 PM to 5:00 
PM, and 5:00 PM to 9:00 PM. There 63 shift and three 
time slots per shift for a total of 189 slots. Our goal is for 
each shift to have at least one wood turner, one wood 
joiner, and one docent.  More than three people per shift 
would be great!  So far 28 members have signed up for 66 
of the 189 slots available.  As of this writing, there are 25 
shifts with no sign ups.   
  
     The sign up sheet is available through the club website: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Orange_County_Wood
workers/    
 
      After you get to the above site, select Calendar, then 
select the month of July and the day that you can be in the 
booth.  Enter the your name in the time slot that you can 
work.  Note, nearly every evening from 5:00 PM until 9:00 
PM is available.  Each day that you serve in the booth you 
will receive a day and parking pass to the Fair.  

ORANGE COUNTY FAIR  
                                                                                                    By Ed Straub  

      The majority of the members who have signed up for 
the Fair have done so for previous Fairs, therefore, new-
comers, faint hearted, bashful, timid and anyone else, are 
encouraged to sign up for at least one time slot.  The old-
timers know that the experience is rewarding, enlighting 
and helpful to both members and booth visitors.   
  
     Many visitors do not realize that there is a large interest 
in woodworking and that OCWA does so much good with 
the toy program.  If you have never helped staff the booth, 
now is your chance to do so, via the Internet, the next 
meeting or call me at 714-536-4568. 
 
BOOTH SET UP 
  
     On Monday June 27, 2005 we need to set up the 
OCWA booth at the Fair Grounds, in the Fine Arts Build-
ing.  To do the job we need a crew of members to trans-
port and set up the club lathes, benches and related mate-
rial equipment needed to operate the booth for 21 days.  
We have wood for projects; pamphlets and magazines for 
distribution; toys for display; and basketball games for visi-
tors to play.  If you are willing to help, let me know by call-
ing me at 714-536-4568 or by calling one of the board 
members.  In particular we need volunteers with trucks. 

     It is not as if you need another reason to visit, but if you 
haven’t been to Austin Hardwoods recently you are missing a real 
treat.  It looks like Joe Lomax has moved part of Africa to his 
store!  There are over 300 giraffes ranging from 12 inches to over 
15 feet.  These giraffes are hand carved by Zimbabwean artists 
from a single tree.  Each one has it's own personality and are 
beautifully carved.  They are truly awesome and worth a visit!  
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2005 OCWA   CALENDER 
                    
  
June 2  Kevin Paxton 
  Shutters 
 
June 16  James Santhon  
  Lidded Containers 
 
 
July 7  Jeanette Gonzales 
  Harvesting local wood 
 
July 21  Dick Foreman & 
  Bruce Lewellyn 
  Segmented objects 
 
Aug 18  Dick Foreman & 
  Bruce Lewellyn 
  Segmented objects cont. 

FRIENDS OF OCWA 
 
Our Friends are generous in supporting 
OCWA.  Supporting them too, is the right 
thing to do! 
 
• Anderson International Trading, Inc.  
 800-5454-6270 
 
• Austin Hardwoods & Hardware Co. 
 
• Craft Supplies,  USA 
 
• Deft, Inc. 
 
• Forrest Blades 
 
• Industrial Blade & Products Co., Inc. 
 
• Laguna Tools  
 
• Reel Lumber Service 
 
• Renaissance Door and Windows 
 
• Rockler Woodworking & Hardwoods        

 714-685-9184 
 
• Skil-Bosch Power Tool Co. 
 
• Woodcraft   714-899-1422 

SAWDUST AND SHAVINGS 

TOY PROJECT FUND RAISING NEWS   
                                                                       by Ruthe Ingram 

 THE  FREEDOM PEN PROJECT STATISTICS 
  
     Last month the Orange County Woodworkers donated $250.00 for the pen kits 
and I was able to get 170 kits.  Thanks so much for helping me keep the project go-
ing.  Several members at the Woodturners meeting signed out 130 of the kits so I 
have 40 kits available right now and will order more kits today.   I will need your help 
with more donations at our meeting to pay for the kits that I order today.  I also want 
to thank everyone who puts money in my jar every month and of course the people 
who continue to turn the pens.  Les Rogers is still ‘THE KING’ with 360 at last 
count.  We have two new members (Bill Rogers’ students David & Jared) who are 
eager to start turning pens for our military men and women.  THANK YOU ALL SO 
MUCH!  I will have more kits available at our June meeting.  

     39,918 pens have been received as of May 23, 2005. OCWA has contributed 
1115 pens to the Project..  Contact: Ruthe Ingram:  RIngram754@aol.com .  
 
Financial Supporters:  Jim Anderson, Tom Anderson, Austin Hardwoods, Jim 
Balestreri, Bud and Barbara Bowers, Dustin Cook, Jim Daniels, Neal Davis, Farmers 
& Merchants Bank, Marjorie Favoron, Fern’s Nutrition, Gaetano Hardwood Floors, 
Curt Henius, Carolyn Holbert, Earl Horstman, Robert Ingram, Ruthe Ingram, James 
Jakowatz, MD, Bruce Lewellyn, Riche Locasso, Greg Madrigal, Cindy McDonald, 
Paul & Maxine McGhehey, Gary Morse, Karen Neal, David Richter, Rockler of Or-
ange, Bill Rogers, Larry Roth, Rebecca Sanders, Ed Smet, Christina Speidel, Jim 
Steinmetz, Ed Straub, David Taralsen, Bert Undersood, UPS Store (Warner Avenue), 
Al Whitcomb.   
Pen Turners: Ralph Alder (40), Doug Burt (30),Tom Conley (10), Ralph Crowther 
(10), Jim Daniels (27), Lou Fabregue (40), Fair volunteers (24), Gerbers, Karen & 
daughter (20), Matt Hefron (10), Ruthe Ingram (??), Bruce Lewellyn (30), Gary Morse 
(20), Denise Paley (20), George Plumber (50), Les Rogers (PEN KING—275!), Ed 
Smet (20), Ed Straub (70), Armond Tavianini (30), Fred Wilmott (20), Woodworking 
show (25), Dan (19), No names w/pens (13).  
 
       

 

     First off, I want to thank Joe Lomax and Austin Hardwoods for donating 
most of the items for our May drawing.  Our May drawing made $169.00!  
Thanks to all who generously contributed to the drawing!  I hope you winners 
enjoyed the prizes!  The 50/50 was $52.00 and the winner was Jim Balesteri 
who donated $25.00 back to the Club.  Thank you Jim!   
    Here is the list of winners from our May 5, 2005 Drawing:      
Flexcut carving tool set - $145.00--Ralph Crowther 
Mini Kunz plane –Lou Fabreque  
Microplane shaping tool - $12.99 –Bob Overholt 
Zinsser Bulls Eye French Polish --Bob Overholt  
Flat file – Ed Smet  
Weekend Woodworker Books (3Set) –Jack Tatham  
The Portable Router Book – Mike Neesley  
3-1 Drill, Screw & Anchor Gauge –David Wade  
Bundle of wood –Bob Buchanan  
Bundle of wood –Earl Horstman   
French Polish –Bob Olesen 
 
     Our June drawing items will be announced at the meeting.  I recently 
stopped by the Rockler store in Orange and John  generously donated some 
nice items for our June meeting.   Thank you John.  



 

 

 

OUR MEETING PLACE  

 

The Tustin Senior Center 

200 South “C” Street 

Tustin, CA 92680 

 

SEE US ON THE INTERNET 

http ://ocwa.freeser vers .com/ 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton, CA  92836-8038 

 

NEWSLETTER 
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BOARD MEETING 
Thursday,  June 2, 6:00 PM 

 
GENERAL MEETING 
Thursday, June 2, 7:00 PM 

 
WOODTURNERS MEETING 

Thursday, June 16, 7:00 PM 

TOY WORKSHOP 
 
 
 

Next workshop: 
 Saturday, June 4, 9:00 AM 

 
Call:   Tom Polhamus — 714-637-5787 

or 
Bill Rogers — 714-637-2912 

 


