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     It is becoming increasingly obvious that 
the phrase ‘Made in the USA’ is becoming a 
thing of the past. Have you bought a pair of 
Levis lately, or looked at where some of the 
tried and true American machinery is being 
manufactured? It shouldn’ t come as a great 
shock that it isn’ t being made here. Even the 
Stickley furniture company is opening a 
plant in Viet Nam.  
     It’s getting to the point that if you want 
to have a decent piece of furniture made in 
the USA, you have to make it yourself, and 
that’s where the Orange County 
Woodworkers Association comes in. Our 
mission is to promote woodworking, and our 
biggest event of the year to do just that is the 
Fine Art Woodworking Show at the Orange 
County Fair. 
     The emphasis at our meetings for the 
next three months will be focused on design, 
and craftsmanship leading up to the May 
17th, 2006 deadline for entries into the 
show. It is our hope that these efforts will 
pay off for those of you who are going to 
compete in this great event, and in general, 
be helpful to all of your woodworking 
endeavors whether for exhibition, or not. 
After all , we want all of you to become 
better woodworkers. 
 
     Our S&T (show and tell ) table was a 
littl e better at the February meeting, but 
because of the late announcement due to the 
fact that I just became the Ol’ Prez again, 
we were still far short of the kind of turnout 
that I would li ke to see from our 

membership. As an added incentive we’ re 
giving a $25.00 gift certificate for first 
place, and a $15.00 gift certificate for 
second place. 
     Ed Smet walked away with the first place 
gift certificate for a beautiful Birdseye 
Maple jewelry box, and Al Whitcomb 
received a second place gift certificate for 
his plumb bob pendulum. I think that’s what 
it was, but you’ ll have to ask him. 
     We’ re resurrecting something from the 
past for the March S&T table, and that is the 
2x4 challenge. For those of you who are 
new to the OCWA this is where you make 
something, anything out of one 8 foot long 
Douglas fir 2x4, so let your imaginations 
run wild, or not, and hopefull y it will be an 
interesting turnout. 
 
     The Toy Committee is still i n need of a 
new Chairperson. We need someone with 
organizational skill s, and knowledge of how 
to get a bunch of curmudgeon elves to do 
your bidding. A tall order, but doable, so 
please contact me, or Bill Rogers if you’ re 
interested.  
 
      One of the hardest parts of this job is to 
report the passing of one of our members. 
Our friend, and fellow woodworker Peter 
Simpson passed away in December from 
lung cancer. Our thoughts and prayers go 
out to his wife Veronica, and the rest of 
Peter’s family. Rather than mourn his 
passing, we would prefer to celebrate a li fe 
well li ved. We’ ll miss you Peter.

 

                                                       James Santhon

President's Message                                James Santhon 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President:                                     James Santhon 

(949)481-2821 
 

Vice President:                                  John Callos 
(562) 430-1693 

 
Secretary                                               Ed Straub 

(714) 536-4568 
 

Treasurer:                                   Ralph Crowther 
(949) 588-2922 

 
Director at Large:                         Art Fitzpatrick 

             (562)421-6992 
 

2nd Dir. At Large:                                       Open 
  

Woodturners President:             Craig Chambers 
          (714) 761-9245 

 
Public Affairs Chairman:                  Ralph Alder 

         (714) 544-4388 
 

Past President:                                Doug Nowlin 
(714) 838-1890 

 

 
COMMITTEES 
 
Badges:                                          Len Musgrave   

(714) 532-4778 
 
Library                                          Chuck Bunnell  

 (714) 791-2720 
 
Mentor Chairman:                          Jim Steinmetz 

         (714) 842-8793 
 
Newsletter                                        Fred Wilmott 
wilmott@cox.net                          (949) 367-6671 

 
Nominations & Elections                Mike Neesley 

      (714) 773-1683 
 
OC Fair:                                     Board Members 
 
Outside Display                                          OPEN 
 
Drawing:                                      Ruthe Ingrahm 

(714) 536-3624 
 
Refreshments:                                        Don Wolf 

(714) 533-7839 
 
Resources:                                 George Plummer              

(714) 540-4527 
 
Toys:                                                   Bill Rogers 

714) 637-2912 
 
Welcome/ Membership:             Craig Chambers 

    (714) 761-9245 
 
Workshops:                                      Mike Neesley 

(714) 773-1683 

Woodworker National Survey 
 

How many hours have you spent in your workshop in the last week? 
 
 

40+ hours  20-40 hours 
10-20 hours  just a few  None 
 

See the results of the survey on Page 6 



 
Between meetings, demos and workshops, February proved to be one of the busiest months the Turners have had in some 
time.  Based upon the comments I’ ve received and the participation of the groups, it was also one of the more successful 
months the club has had. 
 

 
We started off with a professional demonstration on Friday evening, February 3rd, with a 
memorable evening with Alan Lacer. Alan is best known for his dexterity with the most feared 
weapon in most turners’ arsenal: the skew chisel. Using mostly his signature 1 ¼” skew, Alan 
turned everything from a miniature top that you could barely see, to the pommel section of a table 
leg. Alan was generous with his time by answering a myriad of questions from those in attendance. 
Thanks to the skill of Alan Lacer and the participation of you, the members it was an enjoyable and 
successful evening.  
 

 
 
Our monthly meeting on February 16th featured a critique forum. I appreciate the efforts 
of David Wade and Art Fitzpatr ick who spent a great deal of time showing all of us 
ways to improve our work. I am really indebted to all of you who brought examples of 
your work for critique. It takes a lot to set aside our visceral feelings about a work of art 
we have created and open ourselves up to criticism.  I think each one of us took away 
something positive from the experience.  
 

 
 
The other part of the meeting was a demo on natural edge bowls. The demonstration 
concentrated on mounting techniques, balancing the wavy edge and considerations for 
retention of the bark on the rim of the bowl. Time didn’ t permit a complete 
demonstration of hollowing the bowl and reversing to clean up the foot. We’ ll pick up 
those items at a future meeting. 
 
 

 
Starting with the March meeting, we are changing the start time. We’ve been running out of time at many of the monthly 
demonstrations, so we have decided to star t the meeting at 6:30. That will give the demonstrator a li ttle longer to 
develop their project.  
 
The featured demonstrator for the March meeting will be James Santhon. In keeping with the season, James will show us 
all how to turn the perfect egg. Many say that the egg form is one of the most diff icult to get right. The challenge for 
March will be a contest for the best shop buil t jigs. I’ ll be awarding prizes for the winners. The last time we tried this, the 
segmented turners in the group dominated the contest. Let’s see how it goes this time. Be sure to mark your calendar for 
this fun evening. 
 
Finally, on Saturday February 18th, we had a highly successful turner’s workshop at Lutheran High School of Orange 
County. I would like to extend my thanks to Pr incipal Gregg Pinick for opening up the school to our members. I 
particularly want to express my gratitude to Bill Rogers for coordinating the entire event. We had two rooms full of 
members along with several mentors to help out. There was an unsung helper at this event who spent the entire day 
ensuring people had what they needed and every time I saw him he had a broom in his hand cleaning up after all of us. 
This is nothing new to Tom Polhamus. It seems like Tom is always there quietly getting things done. Thank you Tom!
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In coming months, we are planning the following professional woodturning demonstrations: 

Demonstrator  Time Date Cost Location 

Irene Grafert Saturday 9AM-4PM April 1, 2006 $20 Members Tustin Senior Center 

Dick Sing Saturday 9AM-4PM May 13, 2006 $20 Members Tustin Senior Center 

Art Liestman Saturday 9AM-4 PM August 12, 2006 $20 Members Tustin Senior Center 
 
Here are some dates of upcoming events that are of interest to Woodturners: 

Event Location Dates 

As the Wood Turns The Edward-Dean Museum & Gardens 
9401 Oak Glen Road, Cherry Valley, CA 92223 

March 5 to May 7, 2006 

Cali fornia Contours San Luis Obispo Art Center 
1010 Broad Street San Luis Obispo, CA. 93401 

May 12 - June 25, 2006 

Utah Woodturning Symposium Brigham Young University, Provo, UT June 15-17, 2006 

20th Annual National AAW Symposium Louisvill e, KY June 22-24, 2006 

Orange County Fair Costa Mesa July 7-30, 2006 

 
 
The Arizona Woodturners Association held its first woodturning 
symposium in Mesa, AZ on March 17th and 18th.  The symposium 
was run similar to other national events including demonstrations by 
nationally and internationally known turners,  Andi Wolfe, Mike 
Mahoney, Stuart Batty and Dale Nish among them.  Four of our 
OCWA members, Jim Steimmetz, Al Whitcomb, Bruce Lewellyn 
and Fred Wilmott  had the opportunity to attend.  It was a great 
weekend for us all , but especially for Bruce Lewellyn. 
If you are a turner you are probably famili ar with the Dale Nish by 
reputation as an author and turner.  He initiated the now famous and 
longest running  Utah Woodturning Symposium held each year in 
Provo, UT.  Fewer of us however, know that Dale Nish is also a 
collector.  The Dale and Norene Nish Collection has evolved into 
one of the finest woodturning collections anywhere  in the world.  
When Dale Nish spotted Bruce's segmented bowls among the dozens 
in the display gallery,  he had Bruce paged and asked if, although it 
was marked 'not for sale', Bruce would allow him to buy one of his 
bowls to add to the famous collection.  Congratulations Bruce.  
OCWA has another woodturning superstar!! 
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The OCWA 
will have a 
booth at the Fair 
in the Fine Arts 
Building, as we 
have had in the 
past.  The plan 
is to staff the 
booth with Club 
members and 
woodworking 
equipment as 
we have in 
previous years.  
The only 
“power” tools 
will be the 
club’s Nova 
lathe and 

grinder.  We’ ll use the lathe to do round wood 
demonstration turning.  Bowls, goblets, wine glasses, 
hollow vestals, plates, platters, pens, chair legs, stool 
legs, power mauls, and other such things will be possible.  
Five sets or more of stool legs were made last year along 
with many bowls, platters, goblets, wine glasses, baby 
rattles, and pens for the Freedom Pen Project.   

The stools and bowls sold well at the annual tool and art 
auction, held in October.  We will use hand tools for 
making objects which are not possible on the lathe.  We 
will attach electrical cords to any of these tools, as we did 
to the maul last year, if required.  Remember the saws, 
chisels, hand planes, spoke shaves, knives, travishers, 
chair maker’s devils, screw drivers, mallets, draw knives, 
scorpes, inshaves, rasps, scrapers, gouges, etc which your 
grandfather left you.  You may never have had the 
chance to use them before, but now is the time.  I was 
going to mention a cross cut saw, a twybil and a slick, 
but your grand father may not have been a timber framer.   
The toys, made by the Toy Committee, will be displayed 
so that that mission may be explained to the visitors.  
There were 53 members who signed up last year to help 
staff the booth.  Twenty four (24) of these members were 
there five days or more so that we could supply them 
with “Exhibitor” picture badges and parking passes.   The 
others received free tickets for daily parking and 
attendance.  The signup sheet will be available at the 
General and Turner’s meetings.  The first to sign up get 
the best shift times.  Find out know when the family 
wants to go.  We can’ t get day passes for them but if you 
all come in the same car your parking pass/ticket will 
work.   

  

 
OCWA was honored  to have as its guest speaker, Richard Begstadt, a 30- year 
furniture shop owner and finisher.  As the instructor of the most popular 
woodworking class at Cerritos College, he had a vast store of knowledge to share.   
He compressed his seven hour finishing course down to a very informative 
presentation for our club.   
As woodworkers we usually find a 
finish we like and stick with it once we 
have used up our quota of mistakes.  
Richard showed us how easy it can be 
to use most common finishes by 
following a few simple rules … he 
even supplied us with his “secret” list 
of recommended brand names. 
Thank you Richard for a fun and 
informative presentation and 
demonstration. 
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February Meeting                                                               by Editor 



 
 
 
 
 

Standing Room Only … Again 
 

 
 
 
 

      Birthday Boys 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Anthony Fortner, our March 2nd speaker, second in the current Distinguished Speaker 
Series, creates handcrafted furniture and cabinetry inspired by the Arts and Crafts 
Movement.  He owns and operates A. Fortner Woodshop, has worked on many of the 
Greene and Greene homes in Pasadena, and buil t a commissioned piece of furniture for the 
Gamble House.   His furniture can be found at the Old Mission in San Gabriel, as well as at 
churches in the area.  Anthony is a graduate of Pasadena City College and Cali fornia State 
University Long Beach.  He has been a full -time instructor at Cerritos College since 1999.  
He willi ngly shares his passion for woodworking and his expertise with his student, who 
have received numerous awards at the local, state and national levels in shows and gallery 
competitions.  Anthony lives in South Pasadena with his family in a 1911 Cali fornia 
bungalow, restored by friends and family.  You don’ t want to miss the March meeting!

 

February Meeting Pics                                                              by Editor 
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Orange County Woodworkers Assoc. 
P.O. Box 1038 
Fullerton, CA  92836-8038 
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Where We Meet 
 

Tustin Senior Center 
200 So. “C” Street 
Tustin, CA 92680 

 
___________________ 

 
When We Meet 

 
WOODWORKERS MEETING 

Thursday 
March 2    7:00 PM 

 
 

WOODTURNERS MEETING 
Thursday 

March 16    6:30 PM 
______________________ 

 
BOARD MEETING 

Thursday 
March 2    6:00 PM 

 
The OCWA Newsletter is sent out 
on the Saturday before the 
woodworkers meeting … at the 
latest.   
 
Any articles you wish to submit 
must be in my hands no later than 
the Tuesday before that date. 

Editor 


