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     Have you ever jumped in your car to make a quick trip to the 
market, and decided not to wear your seatbelt, after all the market is 
only a block away. Then this voice in the back of your head 
reminds you that most accidents happen within five miles of your 
home, so you put the belt on, don’ t you? 
     How about late in the afternoon, and your wife is bugging you to come into the 
house, and you want to make just one more cut on the table saw, but the push stick 
is on the bench ten feet away, so you decide what the heck, I’m an experienced 
craftsman, and you go ahead without the push stick, and bang, your wife is driving 
you to the emergency clinic. Sounds far fetched? Most accidents happen when 
you’re rushing, and not using the proper safety precautions, because it takes some 
of your valuable time to utili ze them. Instead you risk having the task of ordering 
five beers at the local saloon with your thumb, and pinky finger. 
     Well , with that thought in mind, our show, and tell challenge for the May 
meeting will be safety devices that you have made that increase the chances of 
hanging on to all those precious digits. They can be jigs, custom push sticks, or 
some other ingenious devices. As usual, first prize will be a $25.00 dollar gift 
certificate, and second prize will be a $15.00 dollar gift certificate. 
 
      Our April S&T table has no specific theme, because there was not enough lead 
time, but we’ ll have gift certificates for that as well .  
 
     Glory be, and the saints preserve us, someone actually volunteered for 
something. Our good friend, and stalwart OCWA member, Jim Balestrer i is now 
our new Toy Chairman. We want to thank him for stepping up to the task. He’s 
going to need a lot of help from our membership, so please become involved with 
the Toy Program, you’ ll be glad you did. 
     As I promised in my first message this year we are going to have some special 
events this year, and I want to announce that we will have our first annual Pot 
Luck Picnic at the Mile Square Park on August 19th, 2006. The OCWA will supply 
the burgers, and dogs, and you supply your favorite pot luck dish. There will be a 
mini lathe, and hand tool contests, and much more, so plan on having a great time. 
     We are also having a Pro Woodworking Workshop on May 27th, 2006 with 
Willi am Ng at his Fine Woodworking School in Anaheim. The hours will be from 
9:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M. The subject will be Joinery. We still have a few slots 
left. The admission is $30.00 dollars. 
     We in the OCWA regard your safety with the utmost importance, so please 
keep your equipment in good repair, avoid short cuts, wear your safety glasses, and 
please, please use your push stick.�
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President:                               James Santhon 

(949)481-2821 
 

Vice President:                            John Callos 
(562) 430-1693 

 
Secretary:                                       Ed Straub 

(714) 536-4568 
 

Treasurer:                             Ralph Crowther 
(949) 588-2922 

 
Director at Large:                   Art Fitzpatrick 

             (562)421-6992 
 

2nd Dir. At Large:                                  Open 
  

Woodturners President:      Craig Chambers 
          (714) 761-9245 

 
Public Affairs Chairman:           Ralph Alder 

         (714) 544-4388 
 

Past President:                          Doug Nowlin 
(714) 838-1890 

 
COMMITTEES 
 
Badges:                                    Len Musgrave  

(714) 532-4778 
 
Library:                                  Chuck Bunnell  

 (714) 791-2720 
 
Mentor Chairman:                  Jim Steinmetz 

         (714) 842-8793 
 
Newsletter:                                Fred Wilmott 
wilmott@cox.net                     (949) 367-6671 

 
Nominations & Elections:        Mike Neesley 

      (714) 773-1683 
 
OC Fair:                               Board Members 
 
Webmasters:                         Aaron Fleischer 

 Denise Paley 
 
Drawing:                                Ruthe Ingrahm 

(714) 536-3624 
 
Refreshments:                                 Don Wolf 

(714) 533-7839 
 
Resources:                           George Plummer              

(714) 540-4527 
 
Toys:                                         Jim Balestreri 

714) 637-2912 
 
Welcome/ Membership:       Craig Chambers 

    (714) 761-9245 
 
Workshops:                               Mike Neesley 

(714) 773-1683 
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In the words of Tennyson, it’s Spring and a young man’s thoughts should be turning to love. 
Well , few of us are young anymore, but our thoughts should at least be on turning. This month 
should have all of you well on your way to creating a masterpiece for the Fine Arts 
Woodworking Competition at the Orange County Fair. It is also the time to work on honing 
your skill s as a woodturner. With that in mind, we had one of the finest woodturners I have ever 
had the pleasure to know as our featured demonstrator at the March meeting. In a littl e over an hour, James 
Santhon showed us the techniques that have allowed him to be a very rare individual, someone who has 
actually made a living as a woodturner. James started out with basic architectural forms, progressed to an 
intricate finial and finished with an egg. Hopefully you were all paying attention, because the egg is next 
month’s challenge. 
 
The jig contest was great hit. My thanks go out to Jack Rolison and Robin Hoff  for acting as judges and 
congratulations to George Plummer for the winning entry. I actually received a couple of comments in 
feedback which I will be applying. We will use our video capabilit y to allow you to see the Show & Tell and 
Challenge items on the “Big Screen” from now on and the next time we have a jig contest, we’ ll have people 
explain their creation. 
 
By the time you read this, I rene Grafert will have come and gone. I’ ll report on her demonstration next month. 
 
The featured demonstrator for the April meeting will be David Wade. David is going to be demonstrating basic 
bowl techniques. So be prepared with all of those questions about bowl gouge grinds, basic form and design, 
should I use a scraper…you know the ones. David will have all of the answers. 
 
Here’s what is coming up:  
 

Demonstrator Time Date Cost Location 
Dick Sing Saturday 9AM-

4PM 
13-May-06 $20 Members Tustin Senior Ctr 

Art Liestman Saturday 9AM-4 
PM 

12-Aug-06 $20 Members Tustin Senior Ctr 

 
 

Event Location Dates 
As the Wood Turns The Edward-Dean Museum & 

Gardens9401 Oak Glen Road, Cherry 
Valley, CA 92223 

Now to May 7, 2006 

Cali fornia Contours San Luis Obispo Art Center1010 Broad 
Street at Monterey San Luis Obispo, CA.  

May 12 - June 25, 
2006 

Utah Woodturning Symposium Brigham Young University, Provo, UT June 15-17, 2006 
20th Annual National AAW 
Symposium 

Louisvill e, KY June 22-24, 2006 

Orange County Fair Costa Mesa July 7-30 
 
Remember the Woodturner meetings now star t at 6:30. 
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We wish to thank our March speaker, Anthony For tner, for his 
excellent presentation on the Arts and Crafts Movement, and 
specifically his work on the furnishings and architecture of the 
Gamble House, a National Historic Landmark in Pasadena.  Now that 
you personally know the artisan who helped restore one of our 
national treasures, be sure to see his work firsthand by taking a tour 
of this wonderful example of  Charles and Henry Greene’s 1908 
masterpiece of the American Arts and Crafts movement.  For 
information on tours go to http://www.gamblehouse.org or call  
(626) 793-3334. 
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On Thursday, April 6th, we have a singular treat for OCWA members:  Patr ick Alt will be our 
speaker/demonstrator, the third in the Distinguished Speaker Series.  Alt is expected to  dazzle 
club members with furniture and residential design knowledge, his industrial design work with 
Reebok, Guess? and other celebrity name groups, and the featuring in Designers West and 
Regional West magazines his furniture, the numerous museum and gallery exhibitions spotlighting his work and 
his service to restore and refinish classic and antique wood large format cameras , while concurrently 
manufacturing wooden view cameras of his own design.  
  
A personal friend of James Santhon, our president, James personally guarantees that you will be absolutely 
delighted with this speaker, or he will  refund your price of admission for this blue ribbon event.      
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 Many thanks to Jim Anderson, John Callos, Larr y 
Gerber, Cheri Dur thaler and ALL who put money in 
the Freedom Pen Jar for the last 200 pen kits. You are all 
the most generous and supporting group of friends that I 
am privileged to know.  
  
Our Pen King, Les Rogers is closing in on 700 pens which is amazing.  Thank you Les!!!   Bob Gibbs is trying 
to catch Les with 320 and going strong.  Rip Sanders has slipped to 3rd place!  Come on Rip get back in the 
race!  Rip thinks his new one-way lathe would be insulted to make a littl e pen.  Not true!!!    
Here is the list of Pen Turners:  (Please let me know if there are any omissions or corrections) 
 

Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens 
Alder, Ralph 40  Garrett, Larry 145  Rogers, Bill -LHS 31 
Aut, Warren E. 10  Gerbers,Karen & Larry  30  Rogers,Les- Pen King 690 
Bradford, Brad 36  Gibb, Bob 320  Sanders, Rip 240 
Burt, Doug 130  Gil roy, Ross 20  Smet, Ed 20 
Colli ns, Chuck 10  Hassig, Randall  40  Stauber, Kevin 10 
Conley, Tom 10  Hefron, Matt 10  Straub, Ed 60 
Crowthers, Ralph 10  Ingram,Ruthe-PenQueen  492  Tatham, Jack 15 
Dan(dan@micndan.com) 19  Lewellyn, Bruce 90  Tavianini, Armond 30 
Daniels, Jim 30  MacPherson, Andy 10  Wilmott, Fred 40 
Davis, Neale 1  Morse, Gary 20  Whiton, Bob 60 
Fabreque, Lou 50  Paley, Denise 20  Wonder, Steve 10 
Fleischer, Aaron  9  Papemdeck, Jill  20    
Fair Volunteers-2005 217  Plummer, George 50    

 
Here is the most recent email from one of our pen recipients:    
  

Dear Ruthe, 
  

      I recently came across a freedom pen that had your name attached.  First let me thank you for your support, 
not only to our country but most importantly our military. Its people li ke you and your supporters that make our 
country worth fighting for. People like you are the true heroes, we are just doing our job because we Love these 
United States.  I and over 400 activated Navy Reservist, from all over the US, are now serving in Kuwait and 
Iraq and make up the Navy Customs Battalion Quebec. My job as the Senior Enlisted Advisor is to find ways to 
keep moral up and something like the Freedom Pens would be great. We receive packages from loved ones but 
there is something special about receiving something from a total stranger. A stranger that is a true Patriot and 
generally cares about the men and women that are putting their li ves on the line to defend our freedom against 
this war on terror. Please let me know how to have my service members be apart of this project. Thank you for 
you time and God Bless you for your support.  I WILL CHERISH THE PEN FOREVER. 
  
Sincerely, 
David Esposito DCCM 
Senior Enlisted Advisor 
Alpha Company, Navy Customs Quebec 
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Nationwide count:      52,888 
OCWA Woodturners: 3,065 
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The Fair season is in full swing.  You can develop your legs at the San 
Diego County Fair in June*, then, you will be in shape for the Orange 
County Fair beginning July 7.  To see the OC Fair details see 
WWW.OCFAIR.com.  Members are already signing up for shifts at the 
Fair Booth.  We will need a turning demonstrator on virtually ever shift.  So the best slots will 
go to the first person to sign in.  We need people who can talk to the visitors about our toy 

program, the general woodworking meetings, the turning meetings and other aspects of the club.  The 
enthusiasm, fun, and commitment to fine wood working I see in our members is easily communicated to our 
visitors.   One of the comments most received during last years Fair was “You guys are really having fun.”  I’ ll 
have the signup sheets available at every meeting so don’ t wait till t he last possible moment.   
    
*Dates for the 2006 San Diego County Fair will be Saturday, June 10 through Tuesday, July 4. The Fair will be 
closed on three Mondays, June 12, 19 and 26. For details see WWW.SDFAIR.COM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
As you all know, the Toy Committee is undergoing some changes.   Bill Rogers who has 
been leading the operation for five years or more has asked  to be relieved of the  job of 
chairman of the  committee, for health reasons.  The OCWA Board of directors has asked me 
to take on the assignment.  I agreed, knowing that size 22 EEE shoes are hard to fill .  To this 
end I have asked a select group of members to form a working committee to help me get that 
job done.  Bill Rogers, Tom Polhamus, Al Whitcomb, Dustin Crook, and Ed Straub have agreed to join me 
on the new Toy Committee.  A meeting of this committee was held at my home in San Juan Capistrano, 
Wednesday night the 15th.   We limited this meeting primarily to the first two topics which need improvements 
and streamlining.  One is the distribution of wood, for toy fabrication, to the members who are producing the 
many toys we are so proud of.  The second topic is the development of smaller work parties to relive the 
pressure on Bill ’s and Tom’s work shops.  I’ ll be telli ng you more about these plans in future communications.  
The key thing to remember is that the next workshop, at Tom Polhamus’ shop will be Saturday April 8 from 
8:00 AM to 12:00 AM.  A sign up sheet will be circulated at the General meeting April 6 at the Tustin Senior 
Center.  If you want to sign up and are unable to attend the General meeting, call Tom at (714)637-5787 or 
myself at (949)493-6431 and we will add your name to the list.   
 

 

National Woodworker Survey 
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Drawing proceeds:           

$208.00 
  
50/50 was $150.00 with  
Dustin Crook as the lucky winner of 
$75.00.  Dustin generously donated his 
winnings to the toy program.  Dustin is one 
of the Elves who makes so many of the 
beautiful toys for the underprivileged 
children.  We are blessed to have you as a 
member and friend!  Thanks!!!  
   
Our monthly drawing items were generously 

donated by Joe Lomax of Austin Hardwoods in Santa Ana, Ingko Oetomo of Woodcraft in Stanton and Guy of 
Rockler Woodworking in Orange.  Without their generous support we would not have all the wonderful items for our 
drawings.  Please remember them when you need woodworking supplies.  And to all who participate in the drawing we 
thank you!  Not only do we have the chance on these nice items but we also help our club with the financial support that is 
needed to keep our great club healthy.  Thanks again Joe, Ingko, and Guy for the wonderful donations!!!     
 
 

 

Last month David Wade was generous enough to open his workshop for a day.  Many OCWA 
members took advantage of the opportunity to see where one of our more talented members performs 
his magic.  Here are some photos courtesy of Chet Br isco … 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LUCKY WINNERS of March Drawing 
TRITON Super Jaws - Value $150.00    Bill Rogers  
Austin Hardwood Gift Certificate $10.00 Tom Drew 
Rockler Gift Certificate $10.00 Ralph Crowther 
Book:  One Weekend Woodworking   Projects  Burt Underwood 
Book:  Using the Band Saw  $19.95 Mike Taylor 
Veneer Rip Sanders 
Double side tape Jerry Poole 
Grinding wheel   8" X 60 Grit Paul McGhehey 
Bundle of  WoodWorkers Journals  Ed Chaides 
Bundle of  WoodWorking Magazines Jerry Raley 
Bundle of Mahogany wood  Dave Recupero 
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PO Box 1038 
Fullerton, CA 92836-8038 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHERE? 
TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER 

200 So. C Street 
Tustin, CA 92680 

 
WHEN? 

 
WOODWORKERS MEETING 

Thursday    April 6   7:00 pm 
 

WOODTURNERS MEETING 
Thursday   April 20   6:30 pm 

 
BOARD MEETING 

Thursday   April  6   6:00 pm 

Sawdust and 
Shavings 

 
Monthly Newsletter of 

the 
Orange County 
Woodworkers 
Association 

 

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWOODWORKERS.COM  

Friends of OCWA   Support Our Sponsors 
 

Anderson International 
Trading 

(800) 454-6270 
Deft , Inc Lagun a Tools 

Rock ler Wood working & 
Hardwood s 

(714) 685-9184 

Austin Hardwood & Hardware 
(714) 953-4000 Forrest Blades 

Reel Lumber Service  
(714) 632-1988 Skil -Bosch Power Tools 

Craft Supp lies, USA 
Indu strial Blade & 

Produ cts Co. 
Renaissance Door & 

Windo w 
Wood craft Supp ly 

(714) 899-1422 

 

The OCWA Newsletter is 
sent out on the Saturday 
before the Woodworkers 
meeting … at the latest.   
 
Any ar ticles you wish to 
submit must be in my 
hands no later than the 
Tuesday before that date. 

Editor  
wilmott@cox.net 


