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     The deadline for entries for the “Fine Art Woodworking Show” at 
the Orange County Fair is drawing ever nearer, and we have 
dedicated these first few meetings of this year to finishing, 
craftsmanship, and design. Hopefully you have enjoyed what we 
have presented so far. It hasn’ t always been what I have expected, 
but so far the surprises have been positi ve. 
     We have one more special program left in this series building up to the 
Woodworking Show, and it is our hope that these distinguished speakers will have 
given you some insight into your craft, or art, whichever you are trying to attain. 
     So what have we learned?  Well , one thing jumps to my mind, and that is that no 
matter what your preference might be, whether it is traditional, or contemporary, it is 
attention to detail that can make or break a piece. Good enough simply isn’ t good 
enough in a competition. The Judges will be looking inside, outside, on top, and on the 
bottom, so it is incumbent on you to make sure every littl e detail i s perfect, and for 
goodness sake, don’ t be chintzy with your materials, and hardware, after all this will be 
an heirloom piece, and is worthy of the finest you have to offer.  
 

     Our May 2006 Show and Tell challenge will be safety devices that you have made. 
As mentioned in last month’s article, they can be jigs, custom push sticks, or some 
other type of ingenious device fabricated to avoid any ill advised digital removal. First 
place will be a $25.00 dollar gift certificate; second place will be a $15.00 dollar gift 
certificate. You have to be an OCWA member to be eligible for any Show and Tell 
prizes. 
 

     For our June 2006 Show and Tell segment my first thought was to have a Show 
Preview with actual Fair pieces to be critiqued, but realistically that would take a whole 
meeting, so instead our challenge will be the littl e details that can make or break a 
piece. For example it could be a sample drawer, a finish sample, a sample top, or 
anything else that would demonstrate fastidious attention to detail without giving away 
your top secret design for the show. I think that this will be a fun challenge, and as 
usual gift certificates will be awarded to the first and second place entry.  
 

     On Saturday May 27th, 2006 from 9:00 A.M. until 3:00 P.M. we will be having our 
first pro workshop this year featuring Willi am Ng. The subject will be joinery. I will be 
collecting the $30.00 dollar admission fee from all of you who have signed up, and if 
there are any slots left open, we will be glad to sign you up, and take your money. I will 
have maps to Willi am Ng’s Fine Woodworking School at the meeting. Lunch will be 
included in the price of admission. It should be a lot of fun. 
 

     I would li ke to take this opportunity to welcome Jim Balestreri to the helm of the 
Toy Committee. In years past we have given thousands of toys to the less fortunate 
children of Orange County. It is a great feeling to have a positi ve impact on a young 
person’s li fe, so if you would li ke be a part of this goodwill effort, please join Mr. 
Balestreri, and his curmudgeon elves in our Christmas Toy Program. It truly is a 
rewarding experience. 
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Once again, we 
had a great 
turnout for the 
April meeting. I 
counted over 60 
in attendance.  
And, what a treat 
we had! I was 
totally blown 

away by David Wade’s demonstration. It was 
evident by all of us in attendance that David had put 
many hours into the preparation of his demo. The 
subject was ostensibly basic bowl turning techniques, 
but was in fact a treatise in the techniques of tool 
control and turning in general. He not only showed 
what we should be doing with our gouges, he showed 
us why. Oh yeah, he turned a bowl for us to marvel at 
as well . Future demonstrators indeed have very large 
shoes to fill . As the challenge for next month is the 
basic bowl, we’ ll see if you were paying attention.  

 
Our other event this month was the professional 
demonstration by Danish woodturner and artist, 
I rene Grafert. I am once again in the debt of Joe 
Lomax of Austin Hardwoods for helping to offset the 
costs of bringing in world-renowned artists to help us 
improve on the craft we love so dearly. Irene’s 
demonstration was all about surface enhancement. 
What you didn’ t really get so see what the degree of 
preparation her demo required. Irene spent over 12 
hours in Ar t Fitzpatr ick’s workshop preparing the 
pieces for her demo. She showed how to use metal 
leaf, color and pyrography to enhance our turned 
masterpieces. She was a very engaging demonstrator 
and everyone there learned something that they can 
apply to their own work.  
 

Unfortunately, we had a disappointing turnout for 
Irene’s demo and as a result we lost a lot of money in 
the process. The overall cost of bringing in a world-
class demonstrator is in excess of $750. There is no 
attempt to make a profit for the club, but we need to 
come close to breaking even. I have asked Art 
Fitzpatr ick to help me in ensuring that we don’ t fall 
into financial ruin. He will be coordinating the sign-
ups for the professional demos that we schedule in 

the future and make sure that we 
collect from those that sign up. In 
practical terms, that means we must 
pony up in advance from now on. 
I’m happy to report that the sign-
ups for the Dick Sing demo are 
going well but be sure to sign up soon. 
 

While I’m on a soapbox on professional demos, I’m 
indebted to a several club members that make it 
happen. All of the professional demonstrators expect 
to be housed and fed while they are here. The impact 
of this on the club is totally invisible because of the 
hospitality of Ar t and Josephine Fitzpatr ick. They 
routinely open their house to visiting Woodturners by 
providing lodging, food and transportation, without 
compensation. Quite often they also assist them by 
helping to coordinate their travel or future 
engagements. The other person who busts his butt for 
us is Jack Rolison. Jack is the reason you all get fed 
at demos. He is also willi ng to coordinate with Joe 
Lomax by explaining our needs in such a way that 
Joe is able to support us.  Finally, there are a couple 
of other guys that are instrumental to the success of 
these professional workshops, Chester Marahaj  
provides the refreshments and Ed Straub coordinates 
the space at the Tustin Senior Center. The next time 
you see any of these guys; you may want to thank 
them for all that they do for this club. 
 
 

 
This month’s challenge was 
to turn an egg. A tall order 
indeed, following last 
month’s demonstration of 
egg turning techniques by 
James Santhon. The 
winner, chosen by our old 
buddy, Larry Martin, was 
Denise Paley.  
 

 
 
The featured demonstrator for next month is yours 
truly on natural edge bowls…guess I better get busy. 
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Saturday May 13th   

Mark it on your calendar ; you won’t want to miss this one!!  
 

Dick Sing, a professional wood turner with a long list of accomplishments 
and an international reputation, will present an all day demonstration for 
our club.  Dick has demonstrated and taught across the United States, in 
Australia and England.  Amongst his travels, Dick has taught and 
demonstrated for Craft Supplies USA in Provo, Utah, the Utah 
Woodturning Symposium, the AAW, John C. Campbell School of Folk 
Art, and many other woodworking schools and clubs.  Dick has published 
several books on woodturning and also written articles for Wood Magazine 
and The American Woodturner.  His unique and elegant style is sure to 
please anyone wishing to learn more about turning.  Dick will be 
presenting projects and demonstrating many wood turning techniques.  
You will hear his opinions on finishing, abrasives, adhesives, turning tools, 
turning squares, chucks, lathes, sharpening and many other subjects of 
interest to turners.  If you are an aspiring wood turner and are looking for 
inspiration and ways to develop your skill s, you won’ t want to miss this 

demonstration.  To sign up for our all day demo, call or email Ar t Fitzpatr ick at (562) 421-6992 or 
artfitzwood@earthlink.net. 
 
While Dick Sing is in town he will also be available for hands on workshops at Steve Dunn's Woodturning 
Academy in Gardena on May 10, 11, 12.  You will be able to enroll for a one day, two day or three days, your 
choice.  Don't miss this unique opportunity.  Classes are filli ng up fast.  For more information, call Steve Dunn 
at (310) 218-8752 on cost and the turning projects that Dick has planned. 
 

 
Demonstrations Time Date Cost Location 

Dick Sing Workshops One, two or three day May 10, 11, 12 Call  (310) 218-8752 Steve Dunn's Woodturning Academy 
Gardena, CA 

Dick Sing Saturday 9 AM-4 PM 13-May-06 $20 Members Tustin Senior Center 
Art Liestman Saturday 9 AM-4 PM 12-Aug-06 $20 Members Tustin Senior Center 

 
 

Events Location Dates 

As the Wood Turns The Edward-Dean Museum & Gardens 
9401 Oak Glen Road, Cherry Valley, CA 

Now to May 7, 
2006 

Cali fornia Contours San Luis Obispo Art Center 
1010 Broad Street, San Luis Obispo, CA. 

May 12 - June 25, 
2006 

Utah Woodturning Symposium Brigham Young University 
Provo, UT 

June 15-17, 2006 

20th Annual National AAW Symposium Louisvill e, KY June 22-24, 2006 
Tour of the  

Maloof Historic Residence 
Sam and Alfreda Maloof Foundation for 

Arts and Crafts, Alta Loma, CA June 24, 2006 

Orange County Fair Costa Mesa Fairgrounds July 7-30, 2006 
OCWA Picnic Mile Square Park, Fountain Valley August 19, 2006 

OCWA Christmas Party Tustin Senior Center December 8, 2006 

&OMING�$TTRACTIONS����������������������������������������������������������������
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Last month were pleased to have Patr ick Alt as our third guest in our 
2006 Distinguished Speaker series.  His unique approach to furniture 
design was a refreshing change from the conventional approach we see 
so often.  His years of experience as a professional photographer have given him a 
singular appreciation of how we visually perceive a piece of f ine furniture, which was 
evident in his work.  His craftsmanship and dedication to his art were evident not only 
in his furniture designs but also in the workmanship and detail displayed in the large 
format cameras he rescues, restores and refinishes. The camera he brought to the 
meeting was a beautiful example of that skill and attention to detail .           
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For this first installment of Webmaster Wisdom we’ ll go through the steps of logging in to the 
OCWA website.  There is some confusion because there are two separate logins.  There is one 
for the message board and one for the main site.  That is because these are two separate 
programs each requiring their own distinct passwords. 
 

Step one: Go to the main site at http://www.ocwoodworkers.com and click the login link from the drop down 
menu at the top of the page.  Note: If the drop down menu does not work for you, click the "Alternate Menu" 
link at the upper right hand side of the page to switch to a simple menu. 
 

Step two: Once you are on the login page, simply type in your username and password and click the button.   
 

If you do not know what your username/password is, please click the link that says "Need help with logging in 
or forgotten your username/password?".  It has instructions on how you can get this information.  Once you are 
logged in you have access to all the main site features.  
 

In future installments of Webmaster Wisdom we’ ll be going over the features and  how to use: 
 

·  -IRC Chat #woodworking (A real-time chat system) 
·  -Message Boards/Forums (Post regarding woodworking or club related business) 
·  -Event Calendar (What is going on this month in the woodworking world) 
·  -File Vault (Members can and have posted pictures and other club files here) 
·  -Link and Resources (Links to useful woodworking websites) 
·  -Member Directory (Member li st with their name, city, phone and email ) 
·  -Board Member Tools (Newsletter distribution, member database and accounting) 

 

I hope that you enjoy the website and find it as useful as I do.  If you have any questions, comments or 
problems regarding the website, please do not hesitate to email me or contact me by phone. 
webmaster@ocwoodworkers.com  (949) 279-3586 
 
 

 
Much of the finest furniture from the ages has been, and  is made using the technique of 
veneering.  Veneering allows the fine wood worker to present beautiful pieces while greatly 
minimizing the problem of expansion and contraction. 

  
Fourth in the 2006  Distinguished Speaker Series is Car l Stammerjohn, scheduled 
for Thursday, May 4th, an expert in the technique of veneering. 
  
An engineer, a prize winning furniture maker, one of the three permanent wood 
shop teachers on the faculty of Cerritos College, Stammerjohn is probably the most 
respected teacher in the wood program. Orange County Wood Workers are more 
than privileged to have him consent to conduct a program featuring veneering.  
  

The night of May 4th will most likely change your entire approach in creating fine 
museum quality furniture . . . OCWA President, James Santhon guarantees it . . . or 
he will return your price of admission. 
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Thank so much to Jim Anderson for his inspirational 
pitch at our April meeting on behalf of our men and 
women in the Middle East.   Jim reminded us all that 
FREEDOM IS NOT FREE!!!   Our men and women are 
making the ultimate sacrifice to help keep AMERICA 
safe.   Jim’s pitch for our men and women helped to fill 
my donation jar with enough money for another 300 pen kits.   AWESOME!!!   Thank you ALL 
and thanks again Jim. 
 
Rocker of Orange is having an all day Freedom Pen turnathon on May 20, 2006 and have invited our 
woodworking group to participate.   They will supply everything necessary to turn pens so come join the fun of 
participating in the Freedom Pen Project.   This is also a good way for anyone who has never made a pen and 
would like to learn to come and learn.   There is always someone anxious to help you make your first pen!  
 

Guy is the new manager of the Rockler store and has been very supportive of our club and this will be a nice 
way to pay back for all the nice items he donates to our monthly drawings.  See you all i n a few days!!!   
Thanks so much for all your support.   
 
Here is the list of Pen Turners:  (Please let me know if there are any omissions or corrections) 
 

Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens 
Alder, Ralph 40  Garrett, Larry 145  Plummer, George 50 
Aut, Warren E. 10  Gerbers, Karen & Larry  30  Rogers, Bill -LHS 31 
Bradford, Brad 36  Gibbs, Bob 390  Rogers, Les- Pen King 747 
Burt, Doug 130  Gil roy, Ross 20  Sanders, Rip 240 
Colli ns, Chuck 10  Hassig, Randall  40  Smet, Ed 20 
Conley, Tom 10  Hefron, Matt 10  Stauber, Kevin 10 
Crowther, Ralph 10  Ingram, Ruthe – Pen Queen  605  Straub, Ed 60 
Dan(dan@micndan.com) 19  Lewellyn, Bruce 90  Tatham, Jack 15 
Daniels, Jim 30  MacPherson, Andy 10  Tavianini, Armond 30 
Davis, Neale 1  Morse, Gary 20  Wilmott, Fred 40 
Fabreque, Lou 50  O’Brian, Kevin 40  Whiton, Bob 70 
Fleischer, Aaron 9  Paley, Denise 20  Wonder, Steve 10 
Fair Volunteers-2005 217  Papemdeck, Jill  20    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������)REEDOM�3EN�3ROJECT�������������������������������������������5UTHE�,NGRAM��

Nationwide count:      53,698 
OCWA Woodturners: 3,325 
 

NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, WE 
ARE NUMBER ONE!!!  
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Don’ t miss out!  Sam Maloof trip is scheduled! 
 

Here we go again!  You’re about to have your first or second or even third opportunity to 
meet the infamous Sam Maloof.  The date is set for Saturday, June 24th.  Each time the 
OCWA makes a trek to see Sam and his works we hear nothing but positive comments of how interesting and 
informative and fun a “day with Sam” really is.   
 

You can reserve your seat on the bus by contacting Jim Steinmetz at nanooga@verizon.net, by calli ng him at 
(714) 842-8793 or by signing up at the next club meetings.  The cost of the trip will be about $40 depending on 
how much the bus charter will run with this increase in fuel prices.  So don’ t delay.  Sam is now 90 years young 
and is looking forward to seeing us. 
 

  

Last year the OC Fair drew more than one milli on people. Of these probably 
200,000 passed thru the Fine Arts building where our booth was set up.  That 
means we had lots of opportunities to explain our mission and show the fun 
and benefits of working with wood and fellow woodworkers.   We showed 
the toys we make and we demonstrated how easy and interesting it is to turn 

items of wood.  Everything including bowls, pens, baby rattles, power mauls, to legs for five legged OSHA 
stools.  We made items with hand tools and had fun talking to visitors from as far away as Australia.  Many of 
the items were auctioned off in the October in the club’s Tool and Art Auction.  The pens went to the Freedom 
Pen Project and the rattles went to the toy program.  Sixty nine of the available time slots for the booth have 
been spoken for.  The remaining, 3 to 4 hour, time slots are available and can be reviewed on the signup sheet at 
the General Meetings and at the Turners Meetings during May and June.  If you can’ t be at these meetings and 
would like to reserve a slot call me at (714) 536-4568 and you will be added.  Those who signup for five days or 
more will be issued “Exhibitor” picture badges and a parking pass.  For fewer time slots, members will be 
issued General Admission tickets and parking tickets for each day they are in the booth.  The booth will be 
occupied Tuesday thru Friday from Noon to 9:00 PM and Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 AM to 9:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 

The monthly work shop was held Saturday April 8th in Tom Polhamus’   shop.  It was a very 
productive session and I want to thank each of the members who participated.   
 

A few of the members, at the work shop indicated that they were interested in having some 
help in finishing the items they have started and in subbing out some of the work to others.   
Those members who expressed a need for assistance are Bert Underwood in Tustin and Paul McGhehey in 
Placentia.  The have done most of the work but could use a hand at some point in the manufacturing process.  
Talk to them at the meeting or they may be contacted  via Email or telephone.  They are listed in the OCWA 
directory at www.ocwoodworkers or call me at (949) 493-6431.  
  

A special thanks to Mike Taylor  who donated his $35 winnings from the 50/50 drawings at the Turners 
Meeting to the Toy Program. 
 

The next work shop is scheduled at Tom’s shop between 8:00 AM and noon on Saturday May 6.  See you there. 

������������������2RANGE�&OUNTY�)AIR�1EWS�����������������������������������������������( D�6TRAUB�

7OY�6TORY�������������������������������������������������������������������������������- IM�%ALESTRERI����

6AM�0 ALOOF�7RIP��������������������������������������������������������������������- IM�6TEINMETZ�



3AGE�� �������������������������������������������������������::: �2&: 22' : 25. ( 56�&20 ���������������������������������9OLUME�� �� ,SSUE���

 
Drawing proceeds:           

$158.00 
  
The 50/50 was 
$160.00 and Al Whitcomb was the 
lucky winner of $80.00.  
Congratulations Al!!!  
 
  Next month’s drawing will have 
more nice items to be announced at 
the meeting.  Austin Hardwoods in 
Santa Ana, Rockler in Orange, and 
Woodcraft in Stanton donate all the 

wonderful items for our drawings.  Please remember our donors when you need woodworking supplies.  
Without their generous support there would not be an opportunity drawing.  Thank you Joe, Guy and Ingko!!!   
 
 
 

 

When using a power saw to cut boards for your woodworking projects, 
it's easy to be focused on the project and not on shop safety. Hand 
injuries are common in woodworking, but you can avoid injuring your 
hands and thumbs when using power saws by making sure to position your hands 
properly when cutting boards. Keep your hand at least a few inches away from the blade, 
and always tuck your thumb in close to the rest of your hand when you place your hand 
on the board. Many woodworkers have injured their thumbs when a board slipped or went 
through the saw too quickly, catching their extended thumb under the saw blade. 
 

 

Subj: AAW symposium hear ing problems 
The AAW is interested in knowing that if you are planning to attend the AAW symposium in 
Louisvill e, will you need “any wireless assistive devices” to help you better hear the 
demonstrators and speakers.  If you do, please contact Butch or Pat Titus at btitus@sprintmail .com or 210-
649-4308 or Angelo Iafrate at 401-934-1349 or iafrateturns@cox.net. 
Most attendees with hearing problems usually try to sit in front row seats to hear better but some may need 
special equipment. 
 

Subj: Call for AAW Symposium demonstrators '07 
If you’re interested in demonstrating at the AAW's 2007 symposium, the application deadline is August 31, 
2006.  The symposium, to be held June 29 to July 1 in Portland, Oregon, is the AAW's largest annual event and 
generally attracts more than 900 woodturners.  For more information and a demonstrator application, contact 
the AAW off ices at 651-484-9094 or  inquiries@woodturner.org. 
Car l Voss - AAW American Woodturner Editor carlvoss@msn.com 

LUCKY WINNERS of April Drawing 
Parting tool (Woodcraft)  Burt Underwood 
Austin Hardwood Gift Certificate $10.00 Ralph Crowther 
Clamp-it assembly sq-6pc (Rockler)  Larry Olson 
Deluxe Insty-Drive HSS taper drill bits (Rockler) Drew Shell  
Package of  piano hinges (Jim Koukl)  Les Rogers 

Book:  More Projects From Pine Don Wolf 
Book:  Woodworking Techniques Jerry Poole 

Deft Polyurethane Finish (Woodcraft) El Jay Overholt 
Minwax Wood Finish (Woodcraft) El Jay Overholt 
American Woodworkers Magazines (Ed Straub) Chester Maharaj 

$PRIL�' RAWINGS����������������������������������������������������������������������5UTHE�,NGRAM�
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PO Box 1038 
Fullerton, CA 92836-8038 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHERE? 
 

TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER 
200 So. C Street 
Tustin, CA 92680 

 
WHEN? 

 

WOODWORKERS MEETING 
Thursday    May 4   7:00 pm 

 
WOODTURNERS MEETING 

Thursday   May 18   6:30 pm 
 

BOARD MEETING 
Thursday   May 4   6:00 pm 

Sawdust and 
Shavings 

 
Monthly Newsletter of 

the 
Orange County 
Woodworkers 
Association 

 

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWOODWORKERS.COM  

Friends of OCWA   Support Our Sponsors 
 

Anderson International 
Trading 

(800) 454-6270 
Deft , Inc Lagun a Tools 

Rock ler Wood working & 
Hardwood s 

(714) 282-1157 

Austin Hardwood & Hardware 
(714) 953-4000 Forrest Blades 

Reel Lumber Service  
(714) 632-1988 Skil -Bosch Power Tools 

Craft Supp lies, USA 
Indu strial Blade & 

Produ cts Co. 
Renaissance Door & 

Windo w 
Wood craft Supp ly 

(714) 899-1422 

 

The OCWA Newsletter is 
sent out on the Saturday 
before the Woodworkers 
meeting … at the latest.   
 
Any ar ticles you wish to 
submit must be in my 
hands no later than the 
Tuesday before that date. 

Editor  
wilmott@cox.net 


