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Sometimes it is easy to take things for granted. For instance,
that there will always be people who step up, and serve their
country, that there will always be people who volunteer to do
the tasks, which we don’t particularly care to do, that we will
always have a free and democratic society in which to live, and
that we will always have the OCWA Newsletter to read each month.

Well folks, | hate to break this to you, but if we don’t all participate in the life
that is going on around us just maybe all of the aforementioned things might be
rendered things of the past.

Fred Wilmott, who has done such a great job with the Newsletter this year,
is stepping down after one year as editor to devote time to traveling this great
land with his wife. This hasn’t been an unexpected occurrence. We have been
talking about this for months. We have even placed an ad in our Newsletter, and
asked for volunteers at the meetings, and to this point we have had no
volunteers. The response has been, shall we say, underwhelming.

Well, we’re coming down to zero hour, and we really need someone to step
up, and take the reins of the OCWA Newsletter. It’s not like you will be left
hanging out to dry without any support. Fred is more than willing to mentor the
new Editor on all the things necessary to produce a quality Newsletter, so please,
step up, and be a part of this great organization, and become our new Newsletter
Editor.

November is election time in the OCWA, and as is our
tradition, we will offer a slate of candidates for the Board of
Directors at the general meeting. This year all of the
members of the Board have expressed an interest in staying
on for the upcoming year, but that doesn’t mean that you
don’t have a choice, after all, this is a democratic society, and we will open the
floor for nominations, so if you’re not happy with the direction of the
Association, or you’re just tired of my lousy jokes, you can nominate someone
that you think might do a better job. As always, be sure that the person that you
nominate wants the job before you make your nomination.

| want to take this opportunity to thank all people who helped make our
Annual Fund Raising Auction a success. | would especially like to thank our
Master of Ceremonies, and Master Auctioneer, Mr. Craig Chambers for doing
such a wonderful job in getting as much money out of you as he possibly could,
and that’s not an easy task.




Our “Distinguished Speaker Series” has come to a screeching halt this month with the acquisition of the
“Unknown Turner” to perform for us. I guess all good things must come to an end, but other than this last
faltering step of the series I think that our Vice President and Program Chair, Mr. John Callos, has done an
excellent job this year, and | want to thank him for all the effort has given to finding top notch speakers to keep
all of you coming back for more.

We will have an open Show and Tell table this month, and there will be gift certificates for first and second
place, so please bring in the pieces that you’ve been working on, because it really adds something special to our
meetings.

The Turners were treated to something a little off center
from demonstrator Dick Foreman this month. Dick, as is his
norm, was meticulously prepared and turned a three sided
bowl and facilitated an interesting discussion of the
techniques required for multi-center turning. All in all it was
a great evening. So, take your newly learned skills to the shop and bring in an
example of a multi-axis turned object for the November Challenge.
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Next month’s meeting will be busy. First, Art Fitzpatrick and | will be doing a two person demo of Christmas
ornaments.

Also coming up in November is the Mickael Hosaluk Demonstration presented by the Glendale Woodturners
Guild on Saturday, November 4th, 2006 at the Crescenta Valley Regional Park Recreation Center. The
demonstration will start at 9:00am and end about 4:30pm. Michael is an internationally recognized woodturner
& demonstrator. He will be teaching offset spindle work, bending, bowl turning, and surface design. Lunch will
be provided for those pre-registered. Cost is $25.00 and the fee will be collected at the door. For additional
information or to register please contact Carey Caires (818) 760-2210.




& We will hold our Annual Woodturning Contest during next month’s
7 m meeting. The rules of the contest are listed below. If you haven’t started on

your entry yet, what’s holding you up? The judges for this year’s contest will
contest be James Santhon and a player to be named.

Wood Turning Contest Rules

1. Entries will be accepted in 2 classes Other factors the judges see fit to
e Master Class — experienced turners who consider.
have demonstrated "for sale” quality 5. The judges' decisions will be final.
work, have sold work, or won prizes in 6. Prizes in each class are a combination of
turning contests. cash and gift certificates in the amount of:
e Novice Class — beginning and e First prize — $75
intermediate turners who do not meet the e Second prize — $50
Master Class definition. e Third prize — $25
2. All entries must be lathe-turned objects; they e The judges may award additional
may be embellished with carving, inlay, or honorable mention certificates
other decoration. 7. Wining entries should be made available to
3. Entries shall not have been entered in to any be displayed at club displays and activities
other contest in any venue. for the following 12 months.
4. Judging will be done by an independent 8. Entrants must be members of OCWA.
panel, which will evaluate: 9. A member may submit up to 3 entries but
e Quality of work may only receive 1 prize.
e Design and originality
e Use of the material

Remember our meetings now start at 6:30.

The October workshop was held at Tom Polhamus and Bill Roger’s place. It was
very productive thanks to all of those who participated.

We still have a lot of work to do, November 15" is just around the corner. That is
the date that all projects need to be turned in for inventory and distribution.

The November workshop will be held on the 11", the second Saturday of the month, instead of the 4™
because the woodworking show at the Orange County Fairgrounds is held the weekend of the 4". Roger
Balling will host the workshop at his shop, 8am to noon.

TOO MUCH WOOD!!

Help

WanT NOT ENOUGH STORAGE SPACE!!



This is the fourth in a series of articles introducing the members of the OCWA who are
known as the Toy Makers. This month we interview toy makers Jim Balestreri and George
Beach.

Jim Balesteri

Most of you who have attended any Toy Work Parties this year have met Jim
Balestreri. He is the current Toy Program chairman. Jim Balestreri was born, raised
and lived in Milwaukee, Wisconsin until high school. Before graduating, he joined

the Navy near the end of World War Il, completing his high school diploma while in
the service. He spent 2-1/2 years in the Pacific on a minesweeper and a very old
World War | era 4-stack destroyer. Upon discharge, he went to work as an apprentice
machinist with Nolberg Manufacturing in Milwaukee, which at the time was building
the largest diesel engines in the world. Three years into a 4-year apprentice program,
he was recalled into the service for the Korean conflict. He spent 18 months on a
destroyer, being discharged as a 1st class machinery repairman.

His Navy discharge took place in San Diego. At that
time, it was 30° F in Milwaukee, and returning to that climate was not his first
choice. He stayed in southern California and found a job with Douglas
Aircraft. He went back to school again and took the machine design course.
He then worked as a designer for about three years before the industry started
| to take a turn for the worse. Looking for a more stable job in 1954, he went to
work for Southern California Edison as a machinist. He worked there until he
retired in 1988. During his 34 years with Edison, he worked on all types of
equipment used to produce electrical power, including turbines,

generators and pumps. He spent the last eight years at the San Onofre Nuclear
plant as a Maintenance Engineer.

Jim started building models in the mid-1970’s. With his experience in the
Navy, ship models were a natural, and he joined the ship-modeling club in San
Diego. About that time, he attended woodworking show where the OCWA
had an exhibit, and he was immediately drawn to the Toy Program. Making
wooden toys to give to underprlwleged kids as Christmas presents sounded like a good idea. He joined the
OCWA and has found that donating toy cars, trucks, trains and other wooden toys to kids in homeless and
battered women's shelters is very rewarding. There is a lot of satisfaction in bringing joy to many children who
might not otherwise have the brightest of Christmas mornings.

Aside from the Toy Program, Jim now and then takes on special toy
projects that put all his tools and talent to work. He has entered
these toys is local fairs and contests, and has five blue ribbons to
show for it. He builds his models from purchased plans, and applies
his machine design techniques to very small-scale items with much
success. Jim did a presentation at the OCSSA meeting last month
showing his latest projects. Some pretty nice examples of Jim’s
work are shown at http://www.craftsmanshipmuseum.com/Balestreri.htm
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George Beach

George Bead is known around the Toy
Workshops as the King of Heats. George

has made over 400
heats every yea since
1998 when heat boxes
were alded to thelist to
fill agap asthe favorite
choicefor girls. Heat
boxes are one of the
most labor-intensive
itemsin the Toy
Program and are truly a
labor of love.

George grew up in Philadelphia, Missssppi, the county sea of Neshoba
County. It isthe site of the Missssppi civil eights workers murders about
which the movie Misgssppi Burning was written. And, while we ae
dropping names, Philadelphiais also the hometown of Olivia Willi ams Manning, the mother of current NFL
quarterbadks Peyton and Eli Manning. George's dad operated a Cheese Fadory there until 1936 when the
family loaded upatrailer behind their Model A and headed for Tacma, Washington. After ten yeasthey

again moved, and this time to southern Californiawhere his dad would
attend USC. Just before the Korean War ended, George joined the Air
Force He graduated from Flying School in 1954 Hetrained ina T28A,
then later flew P38s and C119 Cargo planes out of Ft. Bragg, NC. He once
made an exciting landing in the T28A; ask him about it sometime.

George was married in 1955 first baby was born in 1956 and got out of
the Air Forcein 1957 George studied Math and Physics at LA City College, until transferring to San Jose
State. After graduating he got ajob in vibration/test chamber at Lockheed in Sunnyvale, CA. His caree then
moved into sales and services of scientific instruments. Thisincluded jobs at Fairchild and Teledynein
Cdlifornia and DuMont Labsin Dallas, TX. (DuMont was the first company inthe USto make TV sets)

In the mid 90's, George saw awoodworking dsplay at the Y orba Linda Public Library where he first head
about the OCWA.. George had always been interested in model
airplanes as a kid, and took wood shop and metal shop in Junior
High School, so the OCWA display tweaked hisinterest and he
started attending the medings with the likes of Ed Smet, Bill
Rogers, Bob Olesen, and Art Fitzpatrick. Therest ishistory: he
began making heat boxes and continues to make them today, in his
converted two car garage workshop in Breg CA. George says that
if even one kid out of 100 kds who receve these labors of love is
changed by this program, it iswell worthiit.




