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It’s that time of year when we at the Orange County 

Woodworkers Association celebrate the holidays by giving to 
those who are less fortunate than ourselves. Our hard working 
curmudgeon elves have been giving of their valuable time and 
talent in the making of thousands of toys for the forgotten 
children of Orange County. We are very proud of these men and women of the 
OCWA Christmas Toy Program, and of their contribution to the lives of so many 
young people. They are truly the spirit of Christmas. 
 

We also would like to give a little something back to our membership by having 
our Annual OCWA Christmas Party. We hope you made your reservation, 
because we plan on having some fun celebrating another great year for the 
OCWA.  
 

We will be having a luscious turkey and 
ham dinner with all the goodies that go 
with it, complements of the Austin 

Hardwood and Hardware Co.  There 
will be a Christmas gift exchange of 
either hand made objects de art, or gift 
items that are $25.00 dollars or less, and 
we will have some fantastic door prizes 
too.  And I have it by reliable sources 
that there may even be a visit by a big 
guy in a red suit, so I think we’re in 
store for a great night in the OC. 
 

All in all I think we had a great year in 
the OCWA. We started out the year with 
our concentration being focused on 
improving our craftsmanship by having 

some of the top Artisans and Designers in Southern California visit, and share 
their experience with us.  
 

We had our first pro workshop in a long time with William Ng of the William 
Ng Fine Woodworking School where we learned some basic joinery techniques. 
Then, we had our Fine Art Woodworking Show at the Orange County Fair, in 
which we had great group participation in both the booths, and in the contest  
itself. I think all of our members deserve a big pat on back for all they did in 
making it a great show. 
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With all of these things going on, we managed to sneak in another great trip to Sam Maloof’s house and shop. 
It’s such a pleasure to visit with Sam, and his staff. They go out of their way to make it as informative and 
enjoyable as possible. We had a great time, and I hope we can do it again soon. 
 

We even survived the mud slinging of the Election Season, and the current Board of Directors managed to 
squeak into office by a narrow margin of victory. Although there may be some hard feelings due to the vitriol of 
the personal attacks, I think we’ll get it all ironed out in a bipartisan fashion, or not. 
 

     I want to thank all of our membership for making 2006 a great year, and I want to wish all of you the 
merriest of Christmases, and the happiest of Holidays, and here’s hoping for a great New Year for all of you. 
 
 
 
 
‘Tis the holiday season once again and the Turners 
entered the festivities with a demonstration of 
Christmas ornaments by Art Fitzpatrick and Craig 

Chambers. Reprising a 
demo that was done several 
years ago, Art and Craig 
used two lathes to work on 
the component parts for a 
traditional (at least as far as 
woodturners are concerned) 
hollow ball ornament with 
an icicle and finial. First up 
was Art who turned the 
hollow ball from a nice 
piece of buckeye root burl. 
The advantages to using a 
wood like buckeye are its beautiful swirling 
gray and cream color and the inherent light weight 
of the wood. At some point in the past, the AAW 
declared that tree ornaments should weight no 
more than two ounces; well, this ornament ball was 
half that. Art discussed various options for 
hollowing tools for this type of work including 
special purpose tools and homemade hollowers 
made from allen  

wrenches. After completing the 
hollowing through a ½” hole, he 
stepped aside and I took center 
stage. The icicle is my own 
design, albeit inspired by Bob 
Rosand and Dick Sing. I like to 
feature crisp details in the icicle and include a 
captured ring while keeping the length to about five 
inches. The icicle and finial were turned from a nice 
piece of straight-grained walnut that took detail 

nicely and allowed me to get it 
pretty thin in places. The 
captured ring was released, after 
a little reinforcement from CA 
glue, using a hook shaped 
scraper made from a concrete 
nail. Everything was sanded to 
1000 grit and will be assembled 
and finished at a later date. All 
in all, the buckeye and walnut 
complemented each other nicely 
and the ornament will make a 
nice offering at next year’s 

auction. Now let’s see what kind of ornaments you 
all can do at next month’s Challenge.

 
 

 
For next month, I’ve again tapped Art Fitzpatrick to do a demo. The subject will be an end grain vase. I think 
Art has a good-sized piece of maple fresh from Oregon and has a chalice shape in mind.  
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The other business this month was the club elections. Dick Foreman won the election 
by a landslide and will take the helm in January. I hope you will all give Dick the 
support I’ve enjoyed over the last three years as the OCWT President. After nearly 
five years of writing it, this will also be my last Turners Shaving column. 
 

 
The annual woodturning contest was held this 
month. I was frankly disappointed by the small 
number of entries but was astounded by the high 
quality of the pieces exhibited. I would like to 
thank our judges for the contest, James Santhon 
and Steve Francis.  They had a tough time 
deciding the eventual winners, and here they are: 
 
Congratulations to all of the winners and help 

encourage other members to enter pieces in the contest. We gave away over $300 in cash and gift certificates. 
 

 
The Winners 

David Wade, John Callos, Jerry Nininger, Bob Mason, Rip Sanders, Dick Foreman and Bruce Llewellan 

 Master Novice 

1st David Wade Rip Sanders 

2nd Dick Foreman John Callos 

3rd Bruce Llewellan Bob Mason 

Honorable 
Mention 

Jack Rolison Jerry Nininger 

Fred Adam Memorial Award for 
Polychromatic Turning 

Rip Sanders 
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Time flies, the holidays are right around the corner and we again have a lot to be thankful for.   
We have Renaissance Door and Windows for our continuous supply of wood, Deft 

Corporation for the unlimited supply of lacquer needed for the fabulous finish on our toys, 
Rockwelds Cakes lets us use space in their warehouse for toy storage free of charge. 
Then there are our long time and very generous sponsors, Anderson International Plywood, 
and Austin Hardwood and Hardware.  We cannot forget Craig Chambers for the great job as auctioneer at 
the annual auction.  He raised over $2,800 for the toy program.  Thanks also to the members who contributed to 
the 50/50 monthly drawing. 
 

We had very successful workshops throughout the year, plus all the members who make toys in their home 
shops.  As Toy Chairman, I thank you all. 
 

When I took over the program, I told you we wanted to have fun, which I believe we did … I know I did.  By 
the way, we made over 4,500 toys.  Not too shabby.  
 

We could not have accomplished this without Bill Rogers and Tom Polhamus dedication to the program.  
Again, thanks to all who put smiles on the faces of so many children.  If not for you they might not have had a 
reason to smile. 

Your Toy Committee, 
Bill Rogers, Tom Polhamus, Al Whitcomb,  
Dustin Crook, Ed Straub and Jim Balestreri Toy Chairman 
 

Here is a list of some 45 organizations that receive our toys: 
 
Aids Kids Clinic 
Aspen Community Services 
Assistance League, Orange 
Blind Children Learning Center 
Breast Cancer Angels 
Buena Clinton Family Resource Center 
C.A.S.T. 
Center for Spiritual Discovery 
CHOC 
Church of Christ – Anaheim 
Epilepsy Alliance of Orange County 
For The Child 
Fullerton Mobile Gamily Center 
GGPD – Community Service Project 
H.I.S. House- Placentia 

Halcyon Interfaith Shelter – 
Anaheim 
Hands Together – Santa Ana 
Health Bridge 
Heart of Jesus Retreat Center 
HOPE – GG 
Laura’s House 
Lestonnac Free Clinic 
Loma Linda Hospital – Pediatrics 
NWAC 
Orange Coast Interfaith Shelter 
Orangewood Children’s Home 
Project S.H.U.E. 
Ronald McDonald House 
Share OurSelves – SOS 

Sheepfold 
Shelter for the Homeless 
Southwest Community Center 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
St. Vincent DePaul – GG 
St. Vincent DePaul – Placentia 
The Alex Center 
The Gary Center 
UCI Medical Center Pediatrics 
US Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Youth Café – GG Adopt a Family 
Y’s Mens Club Fullerton 
YWCA Project Hope 
Zion Lutheran Church – Human Care 

 
 

 

 

TOO MUCH WOOD!! 
 

NOT ENOUGH STORAGE SPACE!! 
 

��.�����.������������������������������������������������������������������������/�������������



�����0����������������������������������� ###$%&#%%
#%'("'�$&%� ���������������������������������������)�
�������  
 
 
 
This is the fifth in a series of articles introducing the members of the OCWA who are known 

as the Toy Makers.  This month we interviewed toy maker/turner Ross Gilroy.  
 

One of the Toy Makers who has combined his wood 
turning talents with toy making is Ross Gilroy.  Ross was born and 
grew up in Long Beach, CA, and in 1969 was married in Long Beach.  
He attended Long Beach City College and later Brigham Young 
University.  After college, he went into the pallet building and supply 
business with his father.  His first job was to plan and oversee the move 
from Long Beach to Anaheim, where they leased property from the 
railroad.  The company built and distributed pallets from Anaheim from 
1971 until 1998.  At that time, it became cost prohibitive to meet all the 
new OSHA requirements for manufacturing items related to making 
sawdust, so Ross converted the business to a pallet brokerage house, 
supplying pallets from other manufacturer’s to his current client base.  

He continues to run the company on a part-time basis today.  During his career in Anaheim, Ross and his wife 
raised six children, all born in the same hospital and delivered by the same doctor. 
 

Ross said he has worked with wood all his life, and has processed more board 
feet of lumber than most all of the other OCWA members combined, but 
really has nothing impressive to show for it.  Most pallets are made from 
economy grade lumber and the scraps were converted into something that 
could be used in other saleable products, such as particleboard.   
 

Ross always likes to learn new techniques, so he started taking evening wood 
working classes at Fullerton College, just a short distance from his home.  It 
was there in 1999, that he met Armond Tavianini  who was his mentor in one 
of his classes.  Armond told him about the OCWA, so Ross started going to 
OCWA meetings in 2003.  Sometime, in those first few meetings, Bill Rogers 
talked to him and invited him to come to the monthly Toy Work Parties.  He 

came to the next workshop and really enjoyed the gathering.  He has continued 
coming and sees it as a great opportunity to give back to the community.  Ross was 
the innovator of finely crafted baby rattles, prototype interlocking snakes, and most 
recently, a camera.  The concept for the camera came from his youngest grandson, 
during a session in the garage on the last day of Thanksgiving vacation.  He asked 
him what he wanted to build in the garage, and he said 
a camera!  So, since grandpa can do anything, he had 
to come up with a camera, and so he did.  This camera 

has a real shutter pushbutton, real glass lens, real film advance, three control 
settings, and a nifty viewfinder.  By the way, this promises to be a big hit, based on 
marketing tests conducted over a 30-day period this summer during the Orange 
County Fair. 
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