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     I want to wish all of our OCWA members a Happy New 
Year. We ended the year 2006 with a bang up Christmas Party. 
We had close to 140 people there, and judging by the empty 
desert trays, everyone had a good time. I would like to thank 
Joe Lomax of the Austin Harwood and Hardware Co. for 
sponsoring the catering of the event. I would also like to thank Carol Schott, 
and all of those good folks who showed up early, and helped in the set up of the 
party. Our thanks also go out to our new caterer Russell Ross, and his crew for 

doing such a fantastic job of feeding everyone, and they even cleaned up. 
Thanks Russ. 
     The event was close to perfect, but we don’t get the cigar. In our zeal to 
present some well-deserved awards to our members and sponsors, we let one 
slip through the cracks so to speak. We were supposed to give an appreciation 
award to our good friend, OCWA member, and generous sponsor, Mr. Ingko 

Oetomo of the Woodcraft Store in Stanton, but due to a senior moment, and I 
won’t mention whose, the award was not made. I would like to apologize to 
Ingko for this oversight, and invite him back, at his convenience, to receive our 
plaque of appreciation for all that he has done for the OCWA.  
 
     Well, hopefully we can leave most of the senior moments behind us in this 
New Year, and forge ahead with the business at hand, which would be keeping 
the OCWA fresh, exciting, and exuberant. We’ll try to meet this challenge with 
the continuation of the “Callos Distinguished Speaker Series”.  Our esteemed 
Vice President and Program Chair Mr. John Callos originated this series. Vice 
President Callos has vowed that, for the second year in a row, he will bring to 
our meetings the best possible talent available, and he has guaranteed that if you 
are dissatisfied that he will personally refund your price of admission to the 
meeting. He is a man of his word after all he has served under four Presidents 
including me. 
      
      We of the OCWA would like to thank Mr. Jim Balestreri, and the OCWA 
Toy Committee for the fine job that they did last year. They made over forty 

five hundred toys, and distributed them to fifty-one relief agencies in the 
Orange County area. Quite a feat if you ask me. If you want to be a part of this 
great group, just go to the toy workshops, and they will be happy to put you to 
work. 
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     In closing we would like to welcome Dick Foreman to the Board of Directors as the new  
Turners President. He is succeeding Mr. Craig Chambers who has been the Turners President for the past three 
years. He will have quite a pair of shoes to fill. No, not because Craig is a foot taller than Dick, but because of 
the fantastic job Craig has done in making the OC Turners meeting one of the premier turning events in the 
Southland. He has set the bar quite high, but with your support I think Dick will do a fine job. 
      I want to thank all of you for your support of the OCWA, and I’ll see you at the next event.  
 
 
 
 
Hello Woodturners!  This is my first Turners Shavings article for the New Year, 2007.  I want 
to thank Craig Chambers, and I’m sure you do too, for a wonderful three years during his 
terms as the Woodturners president.  There is lot for me to learn to get fully onboard but Craig 
and Art Fitzpatrick have promised their help and support.  They have also taken on the task 
of providing four professional demonstrations this year; the first of which will be Robert 

Rosand on Saturday, February 24th.  A flyer on Bob’s achievements and details of his demo 
has been distributed and signups are underway.  Do not miss this one! 
 
I believe the current format for the meetings has been great and I do not plan to change that.  We will continue 
with monthly demonstrations by club members (two of them new at demonstrating), show and tell, the 
challenge based on the previous months demo and the 50/50.  We will certainly continue to support the Toy and 
the Freedom Pen Programs.  Members who have supported the Turners have, or will be, contacted to be assured 
that they will continue.  If you have been performing a task or function that is purely turner related that I do not 
know of; please help out the new guy by bringing it to my attention. 
 
David Wade will be the featured demonstrator at the January 18th meeting.  He will be turning a lidded bowl 
with emphasis on the handling of tools.  February will be Ralph Alder turning a natural edge winged bowl.  He 
prefers doing different things.   Craig Chambers will be showing us his fantastic skills with his new hollowing 
tool in March.   

That master demonstrator, Art Fitzpatrick, ably performed his wizardry on a Big 
Leaf Maple log by turning an end grain goblet on the clubs new Nova DVR lathe 
at the meeting in December.  Therefore, the challenge at the January 18th meeting 
will be an end grain vase.  You may have noticed that the majority of winners at 
the Annual Turning Contest were of the segmented ilk.  So you turners who like 
to start with a log or block of wood had better take notice of these demos.  Rip 

Sanders was presented with the perpetual Fred Adams Memorial Award and 
certificate for his excellence in segmented turnings. Rips name has been added to 
the plaque, which hangs at the rear of the meeting room. 

 
Bill Rogers will be planning another all day turning session with his high school students and perhaps another 
with the teachers.  I would also like to have a volunteer for an Open Shop during this calendar year.  This is 
great opportunity to see how other turners “live”.  The Orange County Fair is in June, so please keep that in 
mind while planning your turning projects. 
 
Please feel free to E-mail (gramm789@aol.com) or phone (714-637-6175) me anytime.  We remain up until 
11:00 pm.  I need to hear from you members to assure a successful year. 
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Here is the list of Pen Turners: (Please let me know if there are any omissions or corrections) 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FREEDOM PEN PROJECT NEWS:  
 

The Freedom Pen Project has become even more exciting and fun!  My trip to Camp 
Pendleton on December the 13th to cut wood with the General was a hoot!  General 
Lehnert took time from his busy schedule to escort Lt. Weil (my grandson Rick) and 
me to his home to meet his lovely wife and tour his home and shop. Then we were off 
to the wood lot to cut wood for Freedom Pens.  We found some nice big chunks of 
burl and I’m not sure what kind of wood it is but it will be beautiful.   The General has 

personally turned over 2,000 
pens and lately because of his 
busy schedule he now only 
makes pens using Purpleheart 
wood for the returning injured Marines.  Who he says, 
“there are too many”!!! 
  

After meeting and speaking with the General who 
suggested we use the wood from the Camp Pendleton 
Base to make pens for our returning Marines.  I really 
liked the idea and hope you all will agree with me!   
  

After the holidays my thought is to have some mini 
turnathons turning pens for our returning Marines.  I 
will work out the details and locations where we have 

access to a few lathes and announce the times and places at our meetings.  Guy at Rockler in Orange is excited 
to be a part our mini turnathons so that will be one option and Bill Rogers has also indicated that his students at  
 

Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens  Pen Turners Pens 

Alder, Ralph 40  Gerbers, Karen & Larry 60  Potter, Bruce 60 

Aut, Warren E. 10  Gibbs, Bob 1080  Rogers, Bill-LHS 59 

Bradford, Brad 36  Gilroy, Ross 20  Rogers, Les- Pen King 1051 

Bruins, Bill 10  Hassig, Randall 40  Sanders, Rip 240 

Burt, Doug 130  Hart, Larry 10  Smet, Ed 40 

Collins, Chuck 20  Hassig, Randal 40  Stauber, Kevin 10 

Conley, Tom 10  Hefron, Matt 10  Steinmetz, Jim 10 

Crowther, Ralph 10  Ingram, Ruthe – Pen Queen 823  Straub, Ed 60 

Dan(dan@micndan.com) 19  James, Clyde 30  Tatham, Jack 15 

Daniels, Jim 30  Lewellyn, Bruce 120  Tavianini, Armond 30 

Davis, Neale 1  MacPherson, Andy 10  Wilmott, Fred 40 

Fabreque, Lou 50  Morse, Gary 20  Whitcomb, Al 90 

Fleischer, Aaron 20  O’Brian, Kevin 40  Whiton, Bob 110 

Fair Volunteers-2005 217  Paley, Denise 20  Wonder, Steve 10 

Fair Volunteers-2006 104  Papemdeck, Jill 20    

Garrett, Larry 205  Plummer, George 50    
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Dec. 22 Count – Nationwide 61,076 – OCWA 5,040 

 

Major General 
Michael R. Lehnert 



 
 
 
Lutheran High School will want to join in our efforts to provide ALL returning Camp Pendleton Marines with 
one of our beautiful Freedom Pens.  I can’t thank you all enough for supporting the Freedom Pen Project. 
  

This will also be an opportunity for anyone who wants to learn how to make pens to get involved in this worthy 
project. 
  

I’M EXCITED!!!  And look forward to all of you helping to support our returning Marines either by turning 
pens or financially.  
 
 
 
 

During my visits to Camp Pendleton I have now 
become involved with the Wounded Warrior 
Center.  The center has only been open since 
August and houses the injured Marines who have been discharged 
from the hospital but are unable to return to active duty or to their 
homes.  During this time they live at the center and continue with 
regular therapy.  There are many things that the center still needs and 
one of the items was a display cabinet.  My enthusiasm to help in any 
way possible involved asking my friend Al Whitcomb if he would 
like to design and build a corner unit for Gunny Greer who is in 
charge of the center and without any hesitation Al offered to build the 
cabinet.  The cabinet was built from Baltic birch maple faced plywood 
donated by Jim Anderson and the maple hardwood wood for the face 

frame from Joe Lomax.  THANK YOU Jim and Joe for ALL that you do for me!  I wish you could have seen 
Gunny Greer’s face when we took the cabinet to them this past week.  All of the Marines helped carry the 
cabinet in and set it up with great 
admiration for the beauty and 
workmanship of the cabinet.  Al is a 
MASTER woodworker and extremely 
generous with his time and talents.  
After the first of the year Al has offered 
to make another corner cabinet like the 
first one and another small unit.  Gunny 
Greer was so appreciative that he 
presented both Al and me with a special 
coin that he had designed with Wounded 
Warrior Center, Marine emblem, Navy 
emblem on one side and a Purple Heart 
emblem on the other side.  Both Al and I 
were so surprised and thrilled to be 
gifted one of Gunny Geer special coins.   
 
There are only 250 of these coins so I feel privileged to be one of the recipients. 
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The day after Thanksgiving, Friday, was the day all of the toy makers were waiting for … the 
distribution of their toils for the year.  It was a sight to behold. Five or six tables lined up with 
300 to 400 toys on them, with members of the program filling orders.   
Forty five hundred toys went to fifty-one organizations. That makes for a great day. 
My personal thanks to all who participated throughout the year.  It was nice to see the 
majority of our toy makers at the Christmas party and it was great that the member of the OCWA showed their 
appreciation for our efforts.   
 

Once again have a merry Christmas and a prosperous and healthy new year. 
 

The first workshop of 2007 will be at Tom’s shop on January 6th from 8:00 until noon. 
 

 

TOO MUCH WOOD!! 
 

NOT ENOUGH STORAGE SPACE!! 
 
 

 

 
The January 4th meeting of Orange County Woodworkers will feature an extraordinary speaker-
demonstrator in the Distinguished Speaker Series. 
 
Ms. Boon-lay, formerly a performer for the BBC in London, England, taught violin building at the International 
Violin Making School located in Cremona, located 80 kilometers from Milan, Italy. 
 
For forty years she has constructed violins from such woods as maple, pear, red willow and popular, using such 
commonly used tools as gauges, scrapers, rasps, files and chisels.  Early training was at London College of 
Furniture.     
 
Ms. Boon-lay was a visitor of OCWA earlier in 2006 and had promised to return as a speaker.   
 

 

“Sawdust & Shavings”, the OCWA newsletter is about to go the way of the Dodo 
bird unless one or more of our members steps forward and takes the reins as editor.  It’s not 
that big of a job, just a few hours each month taking pictures and arranging submitted stories 
on your computer.  Lessons are included!! 

Are you better with a camera than a computer?  Maybe you could be the official photographer and 
assistant editor?  This job doesn’t have to be done by only one person.  If you haven’t been able to participate in 
the Toy Program or the Freedom Pen Project, this is your chance to support your club by contributing some of 
your talents on your own time schedule. 

Interested parties submit resumes, salary histories, DNA samples, drug test results and FBI background 
checks to any OCWA board member.
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Ho Ho Ho … 
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