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     Every year at this time I try to get our membership amped up 
about what we’re going to do to make membership in the 
OCWA an exciting and rewarding experience. We have plenty 
of opportunities for you to be apart of. 
 

 
     We will be preparing for the Fine Art 
Woodworking Show at the Orange County Fair, 
and we’ ll need plenty of help in making it a 
success as we do every year. Not only can you 
compete in the show, but you can be a part of the 
Fine Art Woodworking booth at the show, or you 
can be a part of the Top Turning crew, which 
turns, and gives away tops to the kids. The tops 
are probably the only free things at the Fair.  Our 
presence at the Fair is our opportunity to 
communicate our passion for woodworking to the 
general public, and to give a positive message to 
young and old alike. 
 
 

         Our Christmas Toy Program will gearing up for another great year. As you 
already know, they produced over 4,500 toys last year, and they are putting the 
pedal to the metal for another record run. Our Toy Program Chair, Mr. Jim 
Balestreri is always looking for more elves to lend a helping hand in this most 
worthwhile endeavor, so become a part of the Toy Program. You’ ll be glad you 
did. 
 
     As we did last year, I will be talking to Willi am Ng about the possibilit y of 
having another professional workshop at his Fine Woodworking School this 
year, and I would appreciate some feedback about what sort of workshop you 
would like to attend. For more information about Willi am’s school you can go to 
their web site www.wnwoodworks.com.  
 
     The Board of Directors, and I are always willi ng to li sten to any ideas that 
members may have on what sort of things they would be interested in seeing, 
after all it ’s your club, and we want you to be a part of what we do here.  See 
you at the next event. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President       James Santhon  

 (949)481-2821 
 

Vice President  Treasurer 
John Callos  Ralph Crowther 
(562) 430-1693  (949) 588-2922 
 

Director at Large Secretary 
Aaron Fleischer Ed Straub 
(949( 279-3586 (714) 536-4568
  

Woodturners  Public Affairs 
President  Chairman 
Dick Foreman Ralph Alder 
(714) 637-6175 (714) 544-4388 
 

2nd Dir. At Large  Past President 
Open   Doug Nowlin 

(714) 838-1890 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

Badges  Library 
Len Musgrave   Olli e Vaughn 
(714) 532-4778 (949) 278-5939 
 

Nominations Newsletter 
& Elections  Fred Wilmott 
Mike Neesley (949) 367-6671 
(714) 773-1683                wilmott@cox.net 
 

Mentor Chairman OC Fair 
Jim Steinmetz Ed Straub 
(714) 842-8793 (714) 536-4568 
 

Webmasters  Drawing 
Aaron Fleischer Ruthe Ingrahm 
Denise Paley (714) 536-3624 
 

Refreshments Resources 
Don Wolf  George Plummer 
(714) 533-7839 (714) 540-4527 
 

Toy Program Outside Displays 
Jim Balestreri Open 
(949) 493-6431  
 

Welcome/Membership Workshops 
Craig Chambers Open 
(714) 761-9245  
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Hello Woodturners!  We had a great meeting in January with lots of information released.  

The challenge winner was Ross Gil roy for his large and 
beautiful end grain piece made from a palm tree log.  
Ar t Fitzpatr ick, the judge, could not find a single flaw.  
Art had a good time critiquing the challenge pieces.  
Denise Paley came up with the idea for a “Yearly Challenge”.  The 
monthly challenge participants will be posted on our web site and those 
most frequently involved with challenge pieces will be acknowledged late 
in the year.  Denise will give us more details at the next meeting. 
 

 
The January meeting demonstrator was David Wade.  
David very ably turned a lidded box while passing on tips 
on the use of the various tools he employed.  I don’ t know 
how he does that in 80 minutes.  Anyway, the February 
challenge will be a lidded box. 
 
The February demonstrator will be Ralph Alder.  Ralph 
will t urn a natural edge winged bowl.  We have seen his 
beautiful winged bowls at previous Show and Tells.  This 
will be a very interesting and enlightening demonstration by 
Ralph. 
 

 
 
 
Al Whitcomb has volunteered to hold an Open Shop probably around May. It will 
be fun to see where Al spends his time making furniture, toys and turned pieces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bob Rosand will be our first professional demonstrator for the year.  This is an all day event on February 24th 
with lunch included. It is surprising the tips and tool handling that is learned from these demonstrators.  Call 
Ar t Fitzpatr ick for reservations.  These great pro-demos are for you members, so don’ t miss them.    
L inda Salter is scheduled for April 28th.  She is world class at making segmented bowls.  Two more pro-demos 
are in process for later in the year. 
 
Please feel free to E-mail (gramm789@aol.com) or phone (714 637-6175) me anytime. 
 
Remember Woodturners meetings start at 6:30.   
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In January our distinguished guest, Ms Boon-lay from the International School of Violin 
Making in Cremona Italy, honored with her presentation on the classical methods still used 
in making violins.  As you can see from the photos, there was enthusiastic interest in her 
presentation.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would say our first workshop of 2007 was very productive, although we had to cancel some 
of our volunteer’s activities because of the cold and some windy weather.  You can’ t spray 
finish or have a group outside sanding in that kind of weather.   The indoor faciliti es at Tom 
Polhamus and Bill Rogers’  can only handle a few volunteers, but thanks for volunteering.  
You will be needed when the weather is better.   
 

We need to think about networking with toymakers that live close to each other so they can make up their own 
work parties.  We need to ease the workload on the backbone of the program, Bill and Tom.  
 

The location of the February work party will be announced at the next OCWA meeting 
 

 
TOO MUCH WOOD!!  
 
NOT ENOUGH STORAGE SPACE!!  

 
Come pick up a load of wood.  We have a lot of wood waiting to be turned into beautiful toys. 
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This is the sixth in a series of articles introducing the members of the OCWA who are known 
as the Toy Makers.  This month we interviewed toy maker Paul McGhehey. 
Paul McGhehey  

Paul has been working with wood most of his li fe.  He 
was born in Talbert, CA, now known as Fountain Valley.  He spent his first 
eight years of school in Costa Mesa, and then went to the Santa Ana school 
district for high school.  It was in Santa Ana that he met his wife.  They 
married shortly after graduation from high school, and have been married 
now for 63 years.  After volunteering for the Army, he spent three years in 
New Guinea and the Phili ppines.  After leaving the military in 1946, he and 
his wife built their first home in Santa Ana.  Paul put up every stick himself, 
and spent $1700 in materials.  (Ironically, a few years ago, Paul bought a 
scroll saw for $1600.)  They lived there for 7 years before moving to 
Anaheim.  After 17 years, they moved to their current home in Placentia, 
where they have lived now for 35 years. 
Building his first home took about a year, and then Paul started a job at a 
construction company.  After about three years, he was hired by R J Noble, 
an asphalt paving construction company, in 1950.  As a foreman on heavy 

equipment, Paul helped build roads all over Orange County until 1975.  He then bought his own tractor truck 
and trailer and became a contractor.  As the owner of the company, he worked for hire, and did all kinds of 
street jobs related to signal li ghts, including curb/gutter, and wheelchair ramps.  This was a successful business, 
which he owned until retiring in 1986, 
transferring the business to his son. 
After retirement, Paul began making toys, 
donating them to Toys for Tots at his local 
fire station.  Then at Christmas time, around 
the turn of the century, Paul read an article in 
the OC Register about Jerry Poole and toy 
making.  So he called Jerry and found out 
about the OCWA and began attending the 
meetings.  He soon joined the Toy makers 
work parties and began making toys with 
Tom and Bill . 
Last year, Paul was one of the major toy 
contributors, making over 600 toys in his garage workshop, as well as helping with the monthly workshops.  
His line includes train whistles, logging trucks, roadsters, rubber band racers, crayon holders, doublewide buses, 
and the standard heart jewelry box.  Toy making is now his full time job and he truly enjoys it.  Paul helps 
deliver the toys to various organizations each year, but doesn’ t get to see how the kids respond when they open 
their gifts from the OCWA.  So his motivation to keep making toys comes from the enjoyment of making toys; 
he gets a lot of satisfaction just from making something in the workshop.   
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Coming in February – Robert Rosand 
Robert Rosand has been working with wood since he was a 
child. He has been a woodturner for well over twenty years. 

Robert teaches, demonstrates and wr ites ar ticles on 
woodturning. Most of his 

ar ticles can be found in past 
issues of the American 

Woodturner. He served on the 
board of directors for the 
American Association of 

Woodturners for six years and 
has served as vice president 
for that organization. He has 
demonstrated for numerous 

local American Association of Woodturners chapters and has 
demonstrated at several national AAW symposiums. 

 
His works are in pr ivate collections throughout the 

United States , Europe and Japan. A Chr istmas tree ornament turned by Robert and 
painted by his wife was selected to be placed on one of 
the White House Chr istmas trees. His turnings have 
been accepted in exhibitions such as " Woodturning: 
Vision and Concept II " , Gaitlinburg, TN, " Turned 
for Use" and " Put A L id On I t" sponsored by the 

AAW. 
 
 

This is an all day event with lunch provided by 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
When: February 24th    Cost:  $30 OCWAMembers 
Time:  9:00AM     $35 Non-members 
Where: Tustin Senior Center    
  200 C St., Tustin 
 
 
 

Prepaid reservations required – Call Art Fitzpatrick (562) 421-6992 
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PO Box 1038 
Fullerton, CA 92836-8038 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHERE? 
 

TUSTIN SENIOR CENTER 
200 So. C Street 
Tustin, CA 92680 

 
WHEN? 

 

WOODWORKERS MEETING 
Thursday    February 1st  7:00 pm 

 
WOODTURNERS MEETING 

Thursday   February 15th    6:30 pm 
 

BOARD MEETING 
Thursday   February 1st 6:00 pm 

Sawdust and 
Shavings 

 
Monthly Newsletter of 

the 
Orange County 
Woodworkers 
Association 

 

Visit us on the Web at: 
OCWOODWORKERS.COM  

Friends of OCWA   Support Our Sponsors 
 

Anderson International 
Trading 

(800) 454-6270 
Deft , Inc Lagun a Tools 

Rock ler Wood working & 
Hardwood s 

(714) 282-1157 

Austin Hardwood & Hardware 
(714) 953-4000 

Forrest Blades 
Reel Lumber Service  

(714) 632-1988 
Skil -Bosch Power Tools 

Craft Supp lies, USA 
Indu strial Blade & 

Produ cts Co. 
Renaissance Door & 

Windo w 
Wood craft Supp ly 

(714) 899-1422 

 

The OCWA Newsletter is 
sent out on the Saturday 
before the Woodworkers 
meeting … at the latest.   
 
Any ar ticles you wish to 
submit must be in my 
hands no later than the 
Tuesday before that date. 

Editor  
wilmott@cox.net 


