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     Every year about this time we start working on our projects for the upcoming Fine Art 
Woodworking Show at the Orange County Fair, and this year is no exception. We are all 
interested in making a knock your socks off presentation piece that will be the best of show, and 
garner accolades from all quarters. In our quest for this elusive prize we spare no expense in 
materials and time for we know that it will pay off in the end with an heirloom piece that will 
transcend time, and eventually be on the Antiques Road Show in 2173. 
     Ah, but there is one problem. In our attempt to reach such fame and stardom in the woodworking world, we 
sometimes choose to use exotic woods to differentiate our work from the next piece, but in doing so we run an 

inherent risk of an allergic reaction to some of the more toxic exotic woods on the 
market. 
     I mention this, because after almost forty years of woodworking experience I 
suffered an almost debilitating allergic reaction to some Leopard Wood from 
South America. It was labeled Lace Wood, but Lace Wood is from Australia, and 
it is common to use Leopard Wood as a substitute, because of its resemblance to 
Lace Wood. In any case it almost cut short a vacation I was taking with my wife 
when I had to seek Medical assistance in Monterey California. I had huge blisters 
all over my body, and it was probably the most uncomfortable experience I’ve 
ever had. 
     This doesn’t mean that you shouldn’t use exotic wood in your project, but you 
should ask your wood provider for a list of which exotic woods have toxic 
properties. Most suppliers should have this information available. 
      You should also take some basic precautions when using any exotic woods 
such as, using a dust particle mask, and wearing rubber gloves. After working 
with these woods you should wash off the 
exposed areas of your body with cold water, so as 
to not open the pores of your skin. If you feel any 
irritation, as a result of working with exotic wood, 
you should seek immediate help from your 
doctor. Sometimes it can be a couple of weeks 
before you start to feel any irritation, but don’t 
make it worse by waiting another couple of weeks 
before doing something about it.  
     Exotic woods are beautiful, and can really set 
your work apart, and with a little common sense 
can be used without serious side affects, so let’s 
get started on all those knock your socks off 
projects, and I’ll see you in the Woodworkers 
Hall of Fame.
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It was discussed and approved at the February 15 meeting to allow a “small turning handtools” sale at the 
meeting break.  The first one was a success and did not disrupt the meeting.  These sales are for items you do 
not intend to sell, or give, to the auction.  Please inform me before hand in order to keep control. 
 
The first of four professional demonstrations was held on February 24, 2007.  More information and pictures on 
the Bob Rosand demonstration next month.  Linda Salter, a segmented turner, is scheduled for April 28.  
Soren Berger for May 26 and Mike Jackofsky on September 15.  Put these dates on your calendar.  Many 
members are working very hard to bring these demonstrations to you, so please participate.  The club would 
also like to thank Austin Hardwoods for their generous support of these demonstrations. 
 
Al Whitcomb’s Open Shop will be held on May 19, 2007.  Be sure put this date on your calendar for a fun 
time. 
 
Please feel free to E-mail (gramm789@aol.com) or phone (714-637-6175) me anytime. 
 

Remember Woodturners meetings start at 6:30.   
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The Challenge winner was Bruce Lewellyn for his 
beautifully finished spalted maple and ebony lidded 
bowl with a carved spiral finial.  David Wade was 
the judge and did an excellent job in his critiquing. 

Ralph Alder performed the February 
demonstration.  Ralph has had a lot of practice 
doing these natural edge winged bowls that 
curve back on themselves.  Again, it turned 
out great.  Thank you Ralph. 
 

I would like to thank Robin Huff for taking on the task 
of locating our old library.  If anyone has any 
information, please contact him.  Good luck Robin.  
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DELTA Power Tools introduces their new heavy-duty chop saw. 
Availability will be limited to the larger woodworking stores.�
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The work party at Roger Balling’s shop turned out to be semi-productive.  There were 
approximately 50 basketball toys sanded and assembled, ready for their finish spraying. 
 

Once again, the weather foiled our productivity.   The finish spray did not 
dry fast enough due to the cold temperature.  Therefore the completion of the toys, installing the 
string and ball, and final assembly was not accomplished.   
It’s very important that we, as toy makers, keep up the production in our home shops as best we 
can, so we can meet the number of toys needed for Christmas.  

 

The next work party will again be at Roger Balling’s shop, Saturday, March 3rd from 8 to noon.  Every effort 
will be made to have enough material on hand for a full work party 
 
 
 

GOT WOOD? 

NO? 

WE’VE GOT PLENTY!  
 

Come pick up a load of wood.   

We have a lot of wood waiting to be turned into beautiful toys. 

 

Our guest speaker for March will be Cliff Trimble, currently 
on the faculty of Cerritos College where he teaches a course 
on making Windsor Chairs.  
 
Cliff spent 30 years in law enforcement, but his interest in 
woodworking goes back to his high school days.  After 
retiring, he started taking wood technology courses at Cerritos 
College.  This led to enrollment at the famed Windsor 
Institute in New Hampshire where he returned eight times to 
hone his skills to near perfection.  
 
Cliff will be introducing the techniques he uses to make these 
beautiful chairs that date back to he 17th century.  
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This is the seventh in a series of articles introducing the members of the OCWA who are 
known as the Toy Makers.  This month we interviewed toy maker Bill Rogers. 

Bill Rogers 
Bill Rogers was born on a farm in St. Mary’s 
Township in Minnesota.  He was first introduced to woodworking in 
High School.  A former woodshop teacher owned the Waseca Wood 
Products Company, and arranged for high school students to earn 
credits by working in the cabinet shop.  Bill worked there while in 
school and for a year after, where he cut and milled parts for cabinets.  
The company was a major supplier for Herter’s and made gun racks.  
Bill truly enjoyed the work, but in 1955, the draft was looming and he 
enlisted in the Air Force.   He spent the first three years at the Strategic 
Air Command Base in Lincoln, Nebraska, as a dental technician.  The 
last 13 months, he was volunteered for duty in Thule, Greenland.  
That’s where it’s dark for three months of the year and trees don’t 

grow!  After the Air Force he took a long vacation to the West Coast with a friend from Hermosa Beach, CA.  
While there, he took a job with Harvey Aluminum.  After two months working with the drop forge, he enrolled 
in El Camino College and got a new job at Sears in Customer Service in the Del Amo Mall.  It wasn’t too much 
longer before Bill’s hometown sweetheart, Beverly, finished her nursing training in Minnesota.  She moved to 
CA and stayed with Bill’s older brother Les Rogers’s family for several months before Bill and Bev got married 
in Minnesota in 1961.  They spent their honeymoon driving back to California in their 1952 Desoto pulling a 
trailer full of wedding gifts.  They hit a little bump in the road though, as the crankshaft broke while cruising 
through the one-horse town of Chinook, Montana.  Bill helped a sheepherder-turned-mechanic to rebuild the 
engine over the next 4 or 5 days.  With very little money and no job, they made their way to California.  Bill 
was re-hired by Sears, this time in Automotive.  Through hard work (and attrition), he moved up to a staff 
position as Customer Service Manager.   
While living in a duplex in Torrance, their first child was born.  Soon they began looking for an affordable 
home and in 1964 bought their current home in Orange.  Bill commuted the forty miles from Orange to 
Torrance for a couple of years.  When the store in Orange opened, Bill transferred there.  Things were going 
well, and Bill was working at a Sears satellite store in November 1974, when he hit another bump in the road.  
For no published reason, Bill was laid off.  So here he was with his wife, his son now12, and his daughter now 
8, and no job.  Then one day he saw a Help Wanted sign in a sporting goods store in Orange.  He applied for the 
job and was hired.  This was a decent job, but after some time, he changed jobs and began working at Mission 
Valley Sporting Goods in Mission Viejo as store manager.  In 1980, he joined Pat’s Ski and Sport Shop on 17th 
Street in Santa Ana as the Manger/Buyer for general sporting goods.  Before long, he was the Buyer for 5 stores 
in the chain.  In 1983, after two snow seasons without much snow, the store began cutting back and soon Bill 
lost his job.  So he began looking again and soon started with Orange Sporting Goods working on a 
commission.  This business was sold after a few years, so Bill moved on to California Pro Sports in Redondo 
Beach.  He spent over three years there, working outside sales to schools around the area. 
In 1992, Bill’s neighbor’s dad, Charlie Rogers, who was a member of the OCWA told Bill about the OCWA.  
The Toy Makers were holding work parties at Jim Driscol’s shop.  When Ron Higgins owned The 
Woodworking Club in Santa Ana, a group of 45 to 50 people would meet there twice a year and make toys.  Bill 
learned about classes available at Cerritos College thru members of the OCWA.  So he enrolled in some wood 
working classes and met Al Whitcomb.  One day Bill and Armond Tavianini happened be at Rockler’s when 
a man overheard them talking and asked what they were talking about.   
Soon Ed Straub was coming to the OCWA meetings.  And so it grows… 
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The toymaking chairman moved out of town so they asked 
Bill t o take the lead.  Bill l ed the group of Toy Makers for 
about a year.  Jerry Poole and Jim Steele took over the lead 
for the next couple of years.   At that time, they were 
concentrating on just a few toys.   
Around the year 2000, when Bill was somewhere around 65, 
his doctor found that Bill needed heart surgery.  His left 
coronary artery was in the wrong place and had always been 
in the wrong place and Bill had to have quadruple bypass 
surgery.   
A few weeks later while puttering around in his garage and 
recovering from the surgery, one of Bill ’s neighbors, the 
principal of Lutheran High School, stopped by to see what 
Bill was doing.  Bill t old him about the Toy making Program and showed him some of the toys.  The principal 
was interested and wanted to get his students involved in this kind of program.  They also needed a Wood Shop 
teacher at the school, and asked Bill i f he was interested.  Bill t old him he didn’ t have a credential and really 
only wanted to work part-time.  The principal said OK and gave him two classes per semester.  This was a 
dream come true, as Bill had always wanted to get into woodworking since his first job at Waseca Wood 
Products in Minnesota. 
Over the past six years, Bill has been able to acquire new equipment and upgrades.  Woodturning had been only 
a small part of the basic woodshop classes.  With the acquisition of a dozen mini-lathes, they have been able to 
add Woodturning I and II as classes.  The rewards are many as students from all areas of the school are getting 
satisfaction from learning a craft with wood.  Each semester, 4 or 5 students will go out and buy their own 
lathes, so they can continue with what they have learned in Bill ’s classes. 
About the time that Bill started at Orange Lutheran, he was asked to lead the OWCA Toy Makers again.  He 
accepted, with the promise from the Toy Makers that they would build toys as if they were making them for 
their favorite grandkids.  A new OCWA member, Greg Madr igal, who worked at Renaissance Doors & 
Windows in Fullerton, offered to donate the cutoffs from hardwood doors to the Toy Makers.  Initially, 
individuals in their garages were building the toys.  Soon regular work parties were set up and scheduled about 
4 or 5 times per year, meeting at Bill and Tom’s.   
With supplies and manpower available, Bill got busy and tried to find out what the needs were around the 
county.  He got help from the Interface Organization in Irvine, who listed what kind of help various 
organizations needed.  He then contacted the different groups to see if they wanted toys.  He also asked OCWA 
members for names of organizations that they might already be working with who could use toys.  Through this 
process, he began to identify special needs throughout the year, not just gifts for Christmas.  Loma Linda 
Hospital and other Pediatrics wards with children with li fe threatening diseases had requested keepsake boxes to 
give to parents of children who had died; placing items such as bracelets and locks of the child’s hair in the 
boxes.  So it was that this toy making effort had became a ministry for Bill and his Toy Makers, finding that as 
doors were opened for giving, even more opportunities for giving were found.  And the support for this effort 
has grown as well , with numerous sponsors stepping forward to provide supplies to help the process.  Through 
the efforts of all the Toy Makers, we delivered 28 different types of toys with a total of 4,532 toys just at 
Christmas time alone in 2006. 
Bill continues to be involved with the Toy Makers, as he feels that God-given talents shouldn’ t be wasted.  
There are lots of people who can benefit from the talents and efforts of the Toy Makers.  But Toy Makers are 
benefited by toy making as well , as it certainly keeps a lot of us off the streets and out of trouble, gives us daily 
goals, and helps us keep our eyes off ourselves and instead on the needs and concerns of others. 


